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Letters to the Editor 
Members respond to 
articles in the 
newsletter or to 
other current events
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A P R I L       N E W S L E T T E R

UNA April Program: 

Earth Day 2014, 
Saturday April 19 at 
Southside Park 
11am-4pm
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We are a volunteer organization that depends on membership dues to bring quality programs to Sacramento. Please 
join or renew your membership today!  www.unausasacramento.com

News From the U.N. 
UN Ambassador 
Samantha Power asks 
for full support from 
Congress.
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International Film 
Series 
Join the Davis 
Chapter at the 
International House 
for thought provoking 
movies and 
stimulating 
conversation.
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Use sustainable transportation! Bike, walk, 
run or use transit to come to the event. Safe, 
secure, and free valet bicycle parking provided 
onsite by the Sacramento Area Bicycle 
Advocates!!

For more information:  www.sacramentoearthday.net!

The U.N. Report, “Climate Change 2014: Impacts, Adaptation, and 
Vulnerability, from Working Group ll of the IPCC,” was released on 
March 31, 2014.  It details the effects of climate change to date and 

what the future risks will be.!
From the U.N. website:  “Man made climate change has already 

affected agriculture, human health, ecosystems on land and in the 
oceans, and water supplies.  The impacts are occurring from the 

tropics to the poles, from small islands to large continents, and from 
the wealthiest to the poorest countries.”!

To view this report and others:  www.ipcc.ch!

The theme of this year's Earth Day 
celebration is water scarcity and how we 
can adapt to using less.!

When: 11am-4pm Saturday, April 19, 2014!

Where: Southside Park  700 T St.

Water International Comes 
to American River College 

Professor Bob Metcalf and 
Dinah Chienjo meet ARC’s 
Professor Collihan.
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Professor Bob Metcalf, Professor Kathleen Collihan, and Dinah Chienjo with American River 
College Students at a Friends Of The Old presentation in March 2014.

Professor Metcalf is one of the 
founders of Solar Cookers 
International and FOTO, which help 
educate populations about water 
borne illnesses and how to pasteurize 
water to make it drinkable.  !

Early this year, 100 safe water 
packages were distributed to 
economically disempowered senior 
citizens who take care of their 
orphaned grandchildren.!

For more information on FOTO:   
http://waterinternational.org
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I ask the subcommittee’s full support for UN peace operations. From Haiti to Lebanon to sub-
Saharan Africa, our country has a deep and abiding interest in restoring stability, mitigating conflict, 
and combatting terrorism. Multilateral peace operations enable us to do so in a cost-effective 
manner in such strife-torn countries as South Sudan, Somalia, the DRC, and Mali as well as in 
transitioning counties critical to U.S. interests such as Afghanistan, Libya and Iraq. Since the 
President submitted his budget on March 4, owing to a sharply deteriorating security environment in 
the Central African Republic, Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has in fact recommended the rapid 

deployment of a new UN mission to protect 
civilians. The emergency in the Central African 
Republic -- and our view that a peacekeeping 
mission is, in fact, required because of the 
acute security needs -- highlights the value of a 
peacekeeping response mechanism of the type 
that we have proposed to deal with 
contingencies arising outside the regular 
budget cycle. But at the same time the real 
world is presenting catastrophic humanitarian 
emergencies like this one to which it is in the 
US national interest to respond. We are 
rigorously reviewing all UN missions, and urging 
the UN to do so as well. 
!

We know the importance of reducing or closing missions where conditions on the ground permit and 
when host governments have the capability – and must find the will – to manage their own affairs, 
particularly after many yearlong deployments by the United Nations. In our view, peacekeeping 
activities are often essential, but they need not be eternal.
!
Finally, we are striving to mobilize the UN as a vehicle for the promotion of human dignity and human 
rights, and a forum in which the United States can continue to stand up to repressive regimes. With 
the strong backing of many in Congress, including all of you here today, we have exposed Russian 
duplicity in Ukraine; fought back against the global crackdown on civil society; provided a platform 
for the victims of repression in North Korea, Cuba, Iran, Syria, Venezuela, and elsewhere; and 
pursued such vital objectives as universal access to education, an end to gender-based violence, 
support for religious liberty, and the defeat of HIV/AIDS.
!
-These comments were taken from a larger speech given to Congress on April 2, 2014.  To read the full brief 
go to:  http://usun.state.gov/briefing/statements/224305.htm

!
U.S. Mission to the United Nations: Testimony to the House Subcommittee on 

Appropriations for State, Foreign Operations and Related Programs.   
Remarks given by UN Ambassador Samantha Power, April 2, 2014
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Letters To The Editor
Dear Editor,

Any members who didn’t attend last month’s sparkling presentation by retired CSUS Professor Robert Metcalf — and 
there were many — missed an opportunity to witness what one human being can do to uplift his fellow man.  Dr. Metcalf 
has made numerous trips to a remote section of Kenya where he used his microbiology knowledge to allow citizens to 
differentiate good from bad drinking water.  Using a small vial with certain additives enabled him to demonstrate what’s 
drinkable and what poses serious problems.  His actions in Kenya have prevented numerous cases of water-borne 
diseases from plaguing residents of that area of Kenya.

His was one of a number of chapter presentations scheduled for this year which highlight world problems and offer 
solutions. 
!
You could benefit greatly from joining us at future meetings!
!
John Jervis

UNA Chapter

Board Member

We welcome your thoughtful and civilized comments!  Please email 
your Letters to the Editor to:  kate.unausa@gmail.com

Professor Bob Metcalf presented an informative program at SMUD on clean water testing and also spoke 
about Solar Cookers International.  

S E Q U O I A  C L U B

April 2014	 "                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  4

mailto:kate.unausa@gmail.com
mailto:kate.unausa@gmail.com


!! International Film Series  (Starting our 18th year!) 

       Shown at International House, 10 College Park, on first and third Friday nights, Sept. - May

       Sponsored by the UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION OF DAVIS and I-HOUSE 

    There is no charge, but donations are welcomed and gratefully accepted to help cover the cost of DVD rental or                 
purchase, facilities use, cups, plates etc. and the refreshments that are served at 7:30 p.m.   

Programs begin promptly at 8. 
April 4 – May 16, 2014 Schedule


 

STARTING  THE 18TH YEAR OF THE SERIES,  A VOLUNTEER PROGRAM BY UNA MEMBERS
!

April 4, 2014  Waste Land  (2011, Brazil/UK, directed by Lucy Walker, Joao Jardim and Karen Harley, 99 min.)

Diógenes Aires de Melo, 2013-14 Humphrey Fellow at UCD and Brazilian civil engineer specializing in Solid Waste 
Management, will give a brief introduction to this award-winning documentary.  The International Film Series 
generally does not include documentaries, but Waste Land is not only informative and educational in the traditional 
documentary sense, it also engages the viewer to strongly identify with the characters and to care about the 
outcome of the story.  Over a period of several years well-known Brazilian artist Vik Muniz traveled from his home 
base in Brooklyn to the world’s largest garbage dump just outside Rio de Janeiro, Jardim Gramacho, at first just 
planning to paint portraits of the “catadores” (pickers) in their work surroundings.  As he meets fascinating 
characters and becomes involved with them, he decides to have them make the portraits themselves under his 
guidance and sell them for the benefit of the pickers’ association. The power of art to transform how the pickers 
view themselves is remarkable, especially in a museum setting and after the first attempt to sell a portrait at auction. 
The film is a tribute to human resilience, art, cooperation and truly presents an ode to recycling. (#360)

 

April 18, 2014  La Fanciulla Del West  (taped at the Metropolitan Opera in 1992, conducted by Leonard Slatkin, 
139 min.)

This opera by Giacomo Puccini made its debut at the Met in 1910 with Enrico Caruso.  Puccini had happened to 
catch Buffalo Bill’s Wild West show on tour in Italy and found the basic material for this opera in the play The Girl of 
the Golden West by American author David Belasco.  Sung in Italian, with English subtitles, the story line is easy to 
follow.  The first act takes place in the Polka Saloon owned by Minnie (Barbara Daniels) and run by bartender Nick 
(Anthony Laciura) that is frequented by Gold Rush miners, Sheriff Jack Rance (Sherrill Milnes), Ashby the Wells 
Fargo agent (Julien Robbins), the Pony Express rider and others. The arrival of a stranger who identifies himself as 
Dick Johnson from Sacramento (Placido Domingo) creates tension and a rivalry for Minnie’s affection between him 
and the sheriff.  Act two takes place in Minnie’s cabin after it is discovered that Dick Johnson is actually a fugitive 
bandit named Ramerrez.  In Act 3 he is captured and about to be hanged when Minnie saves him and they almost 
literally ride off into the sunset to start a new life together.  (#361)

 

May 2, 2014 Queen to Play (2011, France, directed by Caroline Bottaro, 97 min.)

Hélène (Sandrine Bonnaire) works as a chambermaid at a hotel in Corsica and as part-time housecleaner for a 
retired and widowed American doctor, Dr. Krôger (Kevin Kline in an entirely French-speaking role).  A casual 
observation of a chess game gets her interested and gradually obsessed with the game that she teaches herself on 
an electronic chess set that she had bought for her dockworker husband Ange (Francis Renaud) who is not 
interested.  She persuades Krôger to teach her more; they develop a fascinating relationship over the chessboard.

Hélène turns out to have great talent and wins her first tournament. Her new confidence and the recognition from 
family (including her teenage daughter), friends and strangers fundamentally changes her life.  (#362)

 

May 16, 2014  Bend it Like Beckham (2002,  UK/Germany/US, directed by Gurinder Chadha, 112 min.)

Set in London, the film tells the story of Jesminder (“Jess”) Bhamra (Parminder Nagra), daughter in a traditional Sikh 
family, who dreams of playing soccer for England while her sister Pinky (Archie Panjabi) and her mother (Shaheen 
Khan) make elaborate wedding preparations.  When Jess is recruited by her new friend Jules (Keira Knightley) to 
play in a local women’s league, she precipitates a culture clash that ripples outward from her own household, 
especially as she develops a crush on her coach Joe (Jonathan Rhys Meyers).  Bend it Like  Beckham (as in David 
Beckham then of Manchester United fame) has been described as an ethnic sports comedy and is intended to get 
you in the mood for the upcoming World Cup. (#363)
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UNA Davis President Verena Borton asked movie attendees to share their thoughts: !
“Originally this film series was started by the Davis chapter of the United Nations 
Association because there were no foreign or independent films shown downtown.  That 
situation has changed in the intervening 17 years.  Yet the suggestion to end this 
volunteer program has met with resistance on several occasions.  Tell us in a few words 
why you come to our movie nights and what you like most about them.  Thank you.” !
• I like to see movies that are culturally advanced and make you think. I love to visit!
interesting people. You get to know what is going on around our community. I hope to!
see more international movies and that this continues in future.!!
• The films we see here are well done. They leave the viewers something to think about,!
teach as well as entertain.!!
• The movies transport us to cultures across the globe and give us a better understanding of!
their way of thinking and living. The movie nights also give opportunities to make new!
friends.!!
• We saw this in the newspaper and had not been before. This is a very friendly alternative!
environment. We are enjoying it.!!
• These types of movies/documentaries are worth watching and deep moving. Makes us!
realize that there are many more important things in life than material possessions.!
Thank you!!!
• I come because of several reasons – social, cultural and political. I enjoy movies, and!
beyond entertainment, I like the film series’ sponsorship by the UN Association and!
general awareness and education of other places and peoples it fosters. I like seeing!
familiar people and meeting new people. Plus hospitality and refreshments.!!
• Movies I see here and are of value would not be marketable at a downtown theatre that!
runs them a week.!!
• I especially enjoy the foreign landscapes and architecture.!!
• You are providing an invaluable service: folks from other countries may miss their homes!
and can feel more at home because of these foreign films in which we all learn something about 
each other every week.

Consider attending an upcoming film at International House and 
joining a group of people who appreciate art and culture.  
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UNA-USA Board Members
Davis Chapter President!
Verena Borton!
rvborton@comcast.net!!
Sacramento Chapter President!
Sharon Alexander!
916-482-4949!!
Vice President, Young Professionals Chair, !
Newsletter Editor!
Kate Woolley!
kate.unausa@gmail.com!!
Corresponding Secretary,!
Newsletter Editor!
John Jervis!
916-482-1354!!
Treasurer!
Jack Kennedy!
916-393-3852!

Sacramento and Davis Chapters!
P.O. Box 163381 Sacramento, CA  95816-9381!

Email:  info@unausasacramento@gmail.com!
www.unausasacramento.com

Membership!
Carl Sweet!
916-481-6122!!
Advocacy!
Katharine Thompson!
916-456-6929!!
Directors!!
Nick Alexander! ! !
John Bernier!
Fred Hansen! ! !!!
Past President!
Eddie Lee

Upcoming Dates!
!

!
April 2:  	 	 UNA Sacramento Board of Directors meeting, 9:30am

April 7:	 	 World Health Day, Day of Remembrance of the Victims of the Rwanda Genocide

April 19:	 	 Earth Day Celebration at Southside Park 11am-4pm

April 22:  	 	 Earth Day (International Mother Earth Day)

April 26:	 	 World Intellectual Property Day

April 28:	 	 World Day for Safety and Health at Work

April 30:	 	 International Jazz Day

May 1:	 	 National Day of Reason, West steps of State Capitol, 6-8pm

May 3:	 	 World Press Freedom Day
!

United Nations International Year Observances for 2014:

International Year of Solidarity with the Palestinian People


International Year of Small Island Developing States

International Year of Crystallography

International Year of Family Farming
!

Dues and donations: Please remember to pay your yearly membership dues. We are an all-volunteer!
organization and depend on our members’ support in order to bring quality programs to you and our 
community.!!
UNA board meetings are the first Wednesday of every month. If you have an idea for a program or would like the 
UNA board to address an issue, email Sharon Alexander (alexanders@csus.edu) to be considered for an upcoming 
agenda item.! !
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UNA-USA Sacramento Chapter!
P.O. Box 163381!

Sacramento, CA  95816

Application for Membership

Name:___________________________________________!
Address:_________________________________________!
City:_____________________________________________!
State:_________ Zip:_______________________________!
Phone:___________________________________________!
Email:___________________________________________

•$25  Introductory/First Year!
•$40 Individual/Family!
•$100 Sponsor!
•$500 Patron!
•$1000 Lifetime!
•Students are free

The United Nations Association of the United States of America is a national organization dedicated to strengthening the three 
pillars of the U.N: sustainable development, human rights, and peace and security.  UNA-USA carries out its action agenda 
through a unique public outreach, policy analysis, and international dialogue.

Make checks payable to:  !
UNA-USA!
P.O. Box 163381!
Sacramento, CA  95816

You can also apply online:  www.unausasacramento.com!
Choose Sacramento or Davis as your local chapter.!

Thank you!!
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