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Sacramento 
P.O. Box 163381 Sacramento, CA  95816-9381

Email:  info@unausasacramento@gmail.com
www.unausasacramento.com

Registration is 
open for IGMUN 
Intergenerational 
Model UN seeks 
people of all 
ages to 
participate!
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We are a volunteer organization that depends on membership dues to bring quality programs to 
Sacramento. Please join or renew your membership today!  www.unausasacramento.com

UNA Davis News 
Davis Annual 
Festival and 
plans for UN Day
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UN Day Annual 
Dinner 2015 
RSVP today for 
your ticket to hear 
speaker Rebecca 
Peters.
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International Day of 
Peace 
Celebrate at 
Carmichael Park, 
9/26/15
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Editor 

Members voice 
their concerns 
and opinions.
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Davis
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Davis International 
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Schedule of movies to 
enjoy and talk about.


Page 5-6

Climate Change News 
Naomi Klein, UNA 
Sacramento’s 
November program 
and a world leader’s 
meeting.
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Celebrate United Nations Day with UNA Sacramento  
and Physicians for Social Responsibility, Sacramento. 

When:  Sunday, October 25, 2015  Doors open at 5pm.  Dinner at 6pm.

Where:  DoubleTree by Hilton  2001 Point West Way, Sacramento

Cost: $40 per person, $20 for students and residents in training

Our speaker is Australian Human Rights Medal Winner, Rebecca Peters.  Ms. 
Peters has worked for more than 20 years on arms control, women's rights, 
public health, and social justice. She is a lawyer and a journalist, and she was 
the founding director of the International Action Network on Small Arms 
(IANSA). She spoke last year on behalf of IANSA at the United Nations 5th 
Biennial Meeting of States on progress toward eradicating the illicit 
international small arms trade.  She was invited to be a member of a panel of 
international experts on gun violence prevention at a summit held at Johns 
Hopkins after the 2012 Sandy Hook massacre, and she is the author of a 
chapter in the book, Reducing Gun Violence in America, which came out of that 

summit.  In the 1990's, she led a grass roots gun control campaign in Australia.  As Bill Durstin of PSR remarked,  “She is 
a dynamic and charismatic speaker, and she is also a delightful and remarkably humble person with a great sense of 
humor.”

RSVP and purchase your tickets today at www.unausasacramento.com 

http://www.unausasacramento.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
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NEWLY FORMED GenUN STUDENT CHAPTER AT DAVIS HIGH SCHOOL 
AND IMPORTANT IGMUN REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

Davis High School has had a Model UN club for many years and its members have periodically participated in the 
UNA chapter’s activities, while we have on occasion provided speakers on the high school campus. However, the 
connection generally is tenuous (due largely to the turnover in the student population).

In recent months, Sam Goidell, who participated in the last UNA Human Rights Day program, has on his own 
initiative formed a student (GenUN) chapter at Davis High. Sam wrote: “That event piqued my interest and I did 
some research about how to get a UNA Chapter started at the high school. Through GenUN, we are able to setup a 
club at Davis High for free and registration for members is also free. Our chapter will be the fourth high school 
chapter in California and the fifth in the entire US. We will be at the forefront of expanding new and global ideas to 
high school students.”

This is a very promising development and we look forward to having more young people participate in our 
programs. 

Please note:
To encourage Davis students (as well as regular Davis UNA members) to attend IGMUN on October 10, the 
chapter is offering to reimburse any member for the cost of IGMUN registration IF A REQUEST IS SENT (after 
registering) to Verena Borton at rvborton@comcast.net.  Visit www.igmun.org for details about registering. After 
September 25 the registration fee (that includes fees, conference materials, breakfast and lunch) will increase from 
$30 to $35.

UNITY IN DIVERSITY 

Annual International Festival hosted by International House 
Davis

October 4 in Central Park, noon – 5 p.m.

Davis UNA has reserved a nonprofit booth to table during the festival. 
Last year many people stopped by to learn about UNA and get 
information about our programs. This year some of our newer and 
younger members have promised to help out. If you would like to 
volunteer, please contact Verena Borton at rvborton@comcast.net

DAVIS CHAPTER PLANS FOR UNITED NATIONS DAY 

UN 70: Strong UN, Better World 

Our chapter’s celebration of the UN’s 70th will take place on Sunday, October 25 from 3-5 p.m. at International 
House Davis, 10 College Park.  Please mark your calendar and plan to join us!

Josette Lewis, Associate Director of the World Food Center at UCD will be our keynote speaker. Her focus will be 
centered around the Sustainable Development Goals, the global blueprint for the next fifteen years that will be 
adopted by the General Assembly in late September. Dr. Lewis will specifically address SDG#2: “End hunger, 
achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture.”

This event is free and open to the public.  Refreshments will be served during a reception after the presentation.

mailto:rvborton@comcast.net
http://www.igmun.org
mailto:rvborton@comcast.net
http://www.igmun.org
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This year come celebrate the International Day of Peace at 
Carmichael Park on Saturday, September 26, 2015 between 10am 
and 3pm.  This free event is for the whole family and is a great way 
to culminate the end of The Compassion Games from 9/11/2015 - 
9/21/2015.  For more information on the Compassion Games:  
www.compassiongames.org   Register a team and play for the 
“survival of the kindest.”

Every year on the International Day of Peace, the United Nations calls on the people of the 
world to reaffirm their commitment to living in harmony as members of a single human family.

This year’s commemoration, “Partnerships for Peace -- Dignity for All”, highlights the 
importance of cooperation in silencing the guns and advancing the cause. Without the support of 
governments, civil society, the private sector, faith-based groups and non-governmental 
organizations, peace will remain elusive.

This year marks the 70th anniversary of the United Nations as well as a transition to a new global 
sustainable development agenda and meaningful action on climate change. 

Over the next 100 days, let us stand with the millions of people across the world who are suffering 
the devastating impact of violence and conflict. Let us share ideas and plans for helping and 
supporting them in their time of dire need.

Together, as “partners for peace”, we can achieve a world of peace, prosperity and dignity for all.


Ban Ki-moon


http://www.compassiongames.org
http://www.compassiongames.org
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"Now is not the time for small steps. Now is the time for 
boldness. Now is the time to leap.”

Naomi Klein's keynote at the Sydney Opera House 
September 5, 2015 during the “Festival of Dangerous 

Ideas.”
Many of us have read Naomi Klein’s book, “This 
Changes Everything,” and now there is a documentary 
by Avi Lewis coming in Fall 2015.  Filmed over 211 shoot 

days in nine countries and five continents over four years, This Changes Everything is 
an epic attempt to re-imagine the vast challenge of climate change.
     The film presents seven powerful portraits of communities on the front lines, from 
Montana’s Powder River Basin to the Alberta Tar Sands, from the coast of South India to 
Beijing and beyond.
Interwoven with these stories of struggle is Klein’s narration, connecting the carbon in the 
air with the economic system that put it there. Throughout the film, Klein builds to her most 
controversial and exciting idea: that we can seize the existential crisis of climate change to 
transform our failed economic system into something radically better.
     The film will premiere at the Toronto Film Festival, then be shown on college campuses 
and other venues throughout the world.

UN chief Ban Ki-moon has invited leaders from 40 countries to a “closed-door” meeting in New 
York on  September 27, 2015 to discuss plans for a global climate deal. 

According to Bloomberg, UN officials are targeting leaders of the world’s top greenhouse gas polluters, with China, 
India, US and EU heads of government slated to attend.

“The idea of the heads-of-state working meeting on climate change at the end of September is to give a political 
push to the negotiations in order to succeed in Paris,” said Alexis Lamek, deputy permanent representative at the 
French mission to the UN.

“Leaders will exchange ideas on the level of ambition and the means to reach that goal.”

Eight days of negotiations remain before the two-week UN summit in Paris starts at the end of November, where 
nearly 200 countries will sign off on a deal to limit global warming.

Ban has made his impatience at the slow progress of talks clear throughout 2015. In June, he said they were 
progressing at a “snail’s pace”.

-UN Wire

UNA Sacramento brings environmental scientist Dana Nuccitelli to speak about California specific 
effects of climate change to our November 15, 2015 program.  Nuccitelli writes for The Guardian 

and blogs for Skeptical Science.  He recently published his book, “Climatology Versus 
Pseudoscience.”  Nuccitelli’s eight climate papers published in peer reviewed scientific journals 

have been well received and UNA Sacramento looks forward to this important presentation.  
Location and time will be updated soon.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Naomi-Klein/12400234918
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Naomi-Klein/12400234918
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-08-31/un-said-to-summon-leaders-to-closed-door-climate-change-meeting
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-08-31/un-said-to-summon-leaders-to-closed-door-climate-change-meeting
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Dianne Feinstein

United States Senator for California

June 12, 2015


Dear Mrs. Borton: 

 

Thank you for contacting me to express your support for protecting the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender (LGBT) people around the world.  I appreciate the time you took to write, and I welcome the 
opportunity to respond.

 

I believe that discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation cannot be tolerated.  Throughout my career, I 
have worked to end discrimination in our schools, workplaces, the military, and other parts of society.  I 
strongly oppose laws that discriminate against the LGBT community in any country.

 

You may be interested to know that I am an original cosponsor of the "International Human Rights Defense 
Act of 2015" (S. 302), which Senator Edward Markey (D-MA) introduced on January 29, 2015.  This bill would 
create a State Department Special Envoy for the Human Rights of LGBT Peoples, who would be responsible 
for coordinating the U.S. government's efforts to defend and advance human rights for the LGBT community 
internationally.   

 

I also recognize that LGBT foreign nationals face oppressive situations in some countries abroad based on 
their sexual orientation.  You may be interested to know that my office is engaging in conversations to 
address LGBT equality abroad, and I will continue to work with the Departments of State, Homeland 
Security, and Health and Human Services to aid individuals who are legitimately fleeing persecution due to 
their sexual orientation.

 

Please know that I have made careful note of your thoughts regarding supporting the rights of LGBT people 
around the world.  I will be sure to keep your views in mind should S. 302 or any relevant legislation come 
before me in the Senate for consideration.

              

Once again, thank you for writing, and I hope that you will continue to keep me informed about issues of 
importance to you. Should you have any further comments or questions, please feel free to contact my 
Washington, D.C., office at (202) 224-3841, or visit my website at www.feinstein.senate.gov. Best regards.


Sincerely yours,


  Dianne Feinstein

         United States Senator

http://www.feinstein.senate.gov/
http://www.feinstein.senate.gov/
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After a three-month break, our film series will resume on September 4th and continue on first and third Fridays of the month 
through May.  Refreshments are served from 7:30-8pm, the program starts at 8 p.m. 

We look forward to seeing you! 
Ray and Verena, Vashek and Claudette, Koen 

International Film Series  (NOW IN OUR 19TH YEAR) 
-        Shown at International House, 10 College Park, on first and third Friday nights, Sept. - May

-        Sponsored by the UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION OF DAVIS and I-HOUSE

-        There is no charge, but donations are welcomed and gratefully accepted to help cover the

-        cost of DVD rental or purchase, facilities use, cups, plates etc. and the refreshments that are      
served at 7:30 p.m.  Programs begin promptly at 8.


September 4 – October 16, 2015 Schedule


September 4, 2015  Copying Beethoven (2006, Hungary, dir. by Agnieszka Holland, 104 min.)

In this fictionalized account of Beethoven’s final years in Vienna, a young composition student is sent to assist him 
with copying the score for the Ninth Symphony just days before its 1824 premiere. His regular copyist, Wenzel 
Schlemmer (Ralph Riach), is too ill to finish the task; after getting over his surprise at discovering that the student, 
Anna Holtz (Diane Kruger) is female, he is only too glad to let her do the work. Ludwig van Beethoven (Ed Harris) is 
equally astonished but quickly recognizes Anna’s talent. She saves the premiere by sitting among the orchestra 
musicians and “conducting” in a spot where the deaf Beethoven can see and follow her motions. Onscreen we see 
the Kecskemet Symphony Orchestra of Hungary, but the soundtrack is a 1996 recording of the Ninth by the Royal 
Concertgebouw Orchestra of Amsterdam. (#382)

 

September 18, 2015 Like Father, Like Son (2013, Japan, dir. and written by Kore-eda Hirokazu, 120 min.)

Two families of different backgrounds, the Nonomiyas and the Saikis, are thrown into turmoil when they learn that 
their six-year old sons were switched at birth. Ryota Nonomiya (Masaharu Fukuyama) is a successful architect 
focused much more on his work than on his wife Midori (Machiko Ono) and son Keita (Keita Nonomiya). Yudai (Lily 
Franky) and Yukari Saiki (Yoko Maki) manage a happy family with three kids, including the oldest, Ryusei (Shogen 
Hwang). The two families meet on several occasions and finally exchange sons for several Saturdays, continuing to 
wrestle with the final decision that cannot be postponed forever but that clearly will change all of their lives. A 
sensitive exploration of parenthood and of nature versus nurture. (#383)

 

October 2, 2015 Winter in Wartime (2008, Netherlands, dir. by Martin Koolhoven, 103 min.)

Based on a semiautobiographical novel by Jan Terlouw, this coming-of-age story is set in 1945 in occupied 
Holland just before the end of World War II. Events are viewed through the eyes of Michiel (Martijn Lakemeier), son 
of Mayor Johan van Beusekom (Raymond Thiry) in a town in Overijssel. Michiel has arrived at the point where he is 
considered too young to be privy to adult secrets but hates being treated like a child. Circumstances soon get him 
involved in the resistance by helping a downed British pilot, Jack, (Jamie Campbell Bower) plot his escape. There 
is plenty of suspense, and a test of loyalties at several levels, not the least concerning Michiel’s Uncle Ben (Yorick 
van Wageningen). Filmed in the Netherlands and Lithuania. (#384)

 

October 16, 2015  Incendies  (2011, Canada, dir. by Denis Villeneuve, 130 min.)

Begun as a play by Wajdi Mouawad, the author enlarged upon it with the assistance of director Denis Villeneuve 
and consultant Valérie Beaugrand-Champagne, resulting in a powerful story that moves back and forth between 
Canada and an unnamed Middle Eastern country, possibly Lebanon, and between past and present. Notary Jean 
Lebel ( Rémy Girard) has the responsibility of executing the will of his longtime secretary Nawal Marwan (Lubna 
Azabal) and presenting it to her adult twins, Jeanne (Mélissa Désormeaux-Poulin) and Simon (Maxime Gaudette). 
He gives them two letters charging them to find the father and brother they did not know existed. The long search 
to find their living relatives reveals, bit by hard fought bit, much of the story of Nawal’s life and the incredible 
hardships she endured. Viewers are spared few of the tragic events. The astonishing discoveries her children make 
reveal their mother’s convictions and strength of character, as well as bringing them closer together as siblings. 
Also with Abdelghafour Elaaziz as Abou Tarek, Mohamed Majd as Chamseddine, Baya Belal as Maika and Nabil 
Sawalha as Fahim. (#385)
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IGMUN is a program of the Northern California 
Division of United Nations Association USA.   
 
IGMUN is one of the few inter-generational 
Model United Nations in the U.S, offering a  
diversity of delegates and perspectives.  
 
As a noncompetitive simulation of the United  
Nations, IGMUN is an excellent opportunity for 
both novices and experienced delegates to  
practice their debate and negotiation skills.   

Register  for the conference  at www.igmun.org 

Peace & Security -  1st  Committee DISEC  
Global Terrorism: Activities by 
Non-State Entities  

Global Health - WHO : 
Ebola: Combating Communicable 
Diseases in Developing Nations 

 Human Rights - UNHRC -  
Internally Displaced Persons in  
Politically Unstable Areas  

 Women's Rights - OHCHR to Special 
Session on CEDAW:  

Revisiting CEDAW: Accelerating 
Implementation and Execution  

Climate Change - EP -  Soil Conditions: 
 Erosion, Degradation, and Use for 
Food Production  

 Internet Security - ITU -  
Cyber Crime and Espionage  

Post-2015 Development Agenda - UNDP 
To GA - MDGs and SDGs:  

Adopting and Implementing  
Specific Goals  

 *Security Council  
Open Agenda: Topic will be  
announced in July 
 

*Denotes Advanced Committees  

Resolve International Issues 

5th Annual  
 

Inter-Generational Model United Nations  
 

October 10, 2015 
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Letters To The Editor

We welcome your thoughtful and civilized comments!  Please email your Letters to the Editor to:  
kate.unausa@gmail.com

Don’t have time to be a board member but would still like to volunteer?  Well we need you!  Event leaders for 
UNA sponsored programs will take on one event of their choice during the year.  We are starting  exploratory 
committees for:

International Day of Peace September 2015 
Annual Dinner/UN Day October 2015
IGMUN at UC Berkeley October 2015

UNA Advocacy Day at the Capitol 
Model UN Clubs 

Young Professionals Group

Dear Editor,
     In preparation for the UN Climate Change Convention in Paris this December, nations have been 
submitting their targets and goals to cut carbon emissions, among other avenues that can be taken, to 
slow the warming of our planet.  The United States has submitted the following:  
Since 2008 the United States has reduced greenhouse gas emissions from Federal Government 
operations by 17 percent and, under Executive Order 13693 issued on March 25th 2015, has set a new 
target to reduce these emissions 40 percent below 2005 levels by 2025.  Under the Clean Air Act, the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency is developing standards to address methane emissions 
from landfills and the oil and gas sector.  The U.S. target covers all greenhouse gases included in the 
2014 Inventory of United States Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks: carbon dioxide (CO2), methane 
(CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O), perfluorocarbons (PFCs), hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), sulfur hexafluoride 
(SF6), and nitrogen trifluoride (NF3).  The United States intends to achieve an economy-wide target of 
reducing its greenhouse gas emissions by 26%-28% below its 2005 level in 2025 and to make best efforts 
to reduce its emissions by 28%.   
Are these steps ambitious enough?  What else can be done to eliminate greenhouse gases while being 
mindful of the effect on the U.S. economy?
-K.W.

mailto:kate.unausa@gmail.com
mailto:kate.unausa@gmail.com
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UNA-USA Board Members
Davis Chapter President
Verena Borton
rvborton@comcast.net

Sacramento Chapter President
Sharon Alexander
916-482-4949

Vice President, Young Professionals Chair, 
Newsletter Editor
Kate Woolley
kate.unausa@gmail.com

Corresponding Secretary,
Newsletter Editor
John Jervis
916-482-1354

Treasurer
Jack Kennedy
916-393-3852

Sacramento and Davis Chapters
P.O. Box 163381 Sacramento, CA  95816-9381

Email:  info@unausasacramento@gmail.com
www.unausasacramento.com

Membership
Carl Sweet
916-481-6122

Advocacy
Nicholas Alexander

Director and Newsletter Dispatch
Fred Hansen

Past President
Eddie Lee

Upcoming Dates

September 5     International Day of Charity

September 9     UNA Board of Directors meeting, 9:30am

September 19   UNA Division Meeting, 305 N. California St. Palo Alto, CA  10:00am - 3:30pm

September 21   International Day of Peace

September 26   International Day of Peace celebration at Carmichael Park 10am - 3pm

September 26   International Day for the total elimination of nuclear weapons

October 5          World Teachers’ Day (UNESCO)

October 10        IGMUN, U.C. Berkeley, 9:00am - 6:00pm

October 24       United Nations Day

October 25       UNA Annual Dinner with PSR,  DoubleTree by Hilton, 2001 Point West Way, Sacramento, 5pm-8pm


United Nations International Year Observances for 2015:

International Year of Light and Light-based Technologies


International Year of Soils


Dues and donations: Please remember to pay your yearly membership dues. We are an all-volunteer
organization and depend on our members’ support in order to bring quality programs to you and our 
community.

UNA board meetings are the first Wednesday of every month. If you have an idea for a program or would like the 
UNA board to address an issue, email Sharon Alexander (alexanders@csus.edu) to be considered for an upcoming 
agenda item.

Remember to check out our website, Facebook and Twitter.
www.unausasacramento.com

mailto:rvborton@comcast.net
mailto:kate.unausa@gmail.com
mailto:rvborton@comcast.net
mailto:kate.unausa@gmail.com
mailto:unausasacramento@gmail.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
mailto:unausasacramento@gmail.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com


UNA-USA Sacramento Chapter
P.O. Box 163381

Sacramento, CA  95816

Application for Membership

Name:___________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________
City:_____________________________________________
State:_________ Zip:_______________________________
Phone:___________________________________________
Email:___________________________________________
Chapter (Circle one):   Sacramento              Davis

•Free Student Membership
•$25 Introductory/First Year
•$40 Individual/Family
•$100 Sponsor
•$500 Patron
•$1000 Lifetime

The United Nations Association of the United States of America is a national organization dedicated to strengthening the three 
pillars of the U.N: sustainable development, human rights, and peace and security.  UNA-USA carries out its action agenda 
through a unique public outreach, policy analysis, and international dialogue.

Make checks payable to:  UNA-USA
(For Sacramento)                                   (For Davis)
P.O. Box 163381                                      101 E. 7th St.
Sacramento, CA  95816                         Davis, CA  95616

You can also apply online:  www.unausasacramento.com
Choose Sacramento or Davis as your local chapter.

Thank you!

http://www.unausasacramento.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
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