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Sacramento and Davis Chapters
P.O. Box 163381 Sacramento, CA  95816-9381

Email:  info@unausasacramento@gmail.com

UNA Davis hosts 
International Film Series 
Schedule and description 
of great movies. Hosted 
at International House, 
Davis.
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We are a volunteer organization that depends on membership dues to bring quality programs to 
Sacramento. Please join or renew your membership today!  www.unausasacramento.com

Black 
History Month 
Programs 
informing on the 
struggle for civil 
rights.
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UNA Sacramento/Davis 
Program 
Division meeting in Davis 
Feb. 7, 2015.
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UNICEF 
launches appeal 
Money needed to 
protect and care 
for our most 
vulnerable.
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PSR Contest Deadline 
High  school seniors 
have until March 11.

Earth Day Event 
Volunteers needed 
April 19, 2015.
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N E W S L E T T E R February 2015

Letters to the Editor 

Members voice their 
concerns and opinions.
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UNA February Meeting 
Northern California’s United Nations Association Division Meeting in Davis 

On Saturday, February 7,  the Davis chapter is hosting the winter meeting of UNA’s Northern California 
Division at International House, 10 College Park, from 9:00 a.m. to 4 p.m. Since this is one time that members of our 
chapters don’t have to travel so far, we hope to get good attendance by Davis and Sacramento members. 

Here is a chance to hear reports from various chapters and learn of 
plans for InterGenerational Model United Nations (IGMUN) 
2015, a climate/environment summit in Berkeley in April, 
Charter Day in San Francisco in June, 70th UN anniversary 
events, the “Cities for CEDAW” movement, other advocacy 
issues and plans for the UNA-USA Annual Meeting in 
Washington, DC in June. There will be discussion of chapter 
achievements, challenges and needs. 

Davis UNA will provide a welcoming continental breakfast and 
arrange for box lunches at $10.  

If you plan to attend, please contact Verena Borton:  rvborton@comcast.net or Herb Behrstock:  
herb@behrstock.com or  Sharon Alexander:  916-482-4949  alexanders@csus.edu

Who:  All interested UNA members
When: Saturday, February 7, 2015               
9:00am to 4:00pm
Where:  International House,                            
10 College Park Dr.   Davis, CA
Contact:  Sharon Alexander 916-482-4949 
or alexanders@csus.edu

mailto:alexanders@csus.edu
mailto:rvborton@comcast.net
mailto:herb@behrstock.com
mailto:alexanders@csus.edu
http://www.unausasacramento.com
mailto:rvborton@comcast.net
mailto:herb@behrstock.com
mailto:alexanders@csus.edu
http://www.unausasacramento.com
mailto:alexanders@csus.edu
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Black History Month 2015 

Celebrated every February, Black History Month recognizes important people and events in African-American history 
in the United States and elsewhere. 

  
This year Sacramento Public Library will host more than a dozen programs for children and adults all month long across our 
system. This will include music, crafts, theater and more.  
  
The 2015 celebration will be highlighted by a trio of programs presented in cooperation with the National Endowment of the 
Humanities. 
  
Created Equal: America’s Civil Rights Struggle 
Selected Tuesdays, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Central Library   828 I St. Sacramento, CA 
  
Feb. 10 
Join Chris Padgett, Ph.D. to view film clips from “The Abolitionists” and “Slavery by Another Name” and engage in a 
conversation about these stories. Dr. Padgett is professor of history and history department chair at American River College. 

Feb. 24 
Beth Slutsky, Ph.D. will screen film clips from “The Loving Story” and “Freedom Riders” and lead a discussion. Dr. Slutsky is a 
historian at University of California, Davis. 
  
March 10 
Poet, social worker and social justice advocate Abe Sass will share his poetry and his personal experiences from the March on 
Washington. He will also show clips from the film “Freedom Summer” and lead a discussion. 
  
“Created Equal: America's Civil Rights Struggle” is a National Endowment for the Humanities initiative to mark the 150th 
Anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation. This scholar-led film and discussion series is produced in cooperation with the 
Gelder Lehrman Institute of American History. Created Equal encourages discussion to revisit the history of civil rights in 
America and to reflect on the ideals of freedom and equality. 

Other Local Events 
Saturday, Feb 7 
March for [Real] Climate Leadership: Our Water, Our Health, Our California 
March to call on Governor Brown to protect all Californians from dangerous oil activities, like fracking, that 
worsen climate change and seriously endanger the health of our communities. http://
marchforclimateleadership.org/.  

Three buses are going to the Oakland march (14th & Broadway) from Sacramento and Davis. The buses will 
leave Sac at 7:45 am from 717 K St (by the ice skating rink) and then stop in Davis at 8:30 at the Mace Park-N-
Ride lot on the way to Oakland. Return about 8 pm. Seats are still available—get your bus ticket for $15 (full 
price) or $3 (discount) at https://www.eventjoy.com/e/bus-to-oakland-climate-march-sac--davis-825128. 
Sponsored by a broad coalition of groups across California (list at http://marchforclimateleadership.org/
partners/). 

Tuesday, Feb 10 
Book Group to discuss This Changes Everything by Naomi Klein. 6–8 pm at Sol Collective, 2574 21st St. 
Come and discuss the book that the New York Times Book Review calls "The most momentous and contentious 
environmental book since Silent Spring" and author Arundhati Roy says "… has changed the terms of the 
debate." Sponsored by 350 Sacramento. 

http://saclibrary.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=99a2ed79fbb06a33af5f48f36&id=3922873ccd&e=426b9ff098
http://saclibrary.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=99a2ed79fbb06a33af5f48f36&id=cb9c3f6a17&e=426b9ff098
http://saclibrary.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=99a2ed79fbb06a33af5f48f36&id=c5f3c49d71&e=426b9ff098
http://marchforclimateleadership.org/
https://www.eventjoy.com/e/bus-to-oakland-climate-march-sac--davis-825128
http://marchforclimateleadership.org/partners/
http://saclibrary.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=99a2ed79fbb06a33af5f48f36&id=3922873ccd&e=426b9ff098
http://saclibrary.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=99a2ed79fbb06a33af5f48f36&id=cb9c3f6a17&e=426b9ff098
http://saclibrary.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=99a2ed79fbb06a33af5f48f36&id=c5f3c49d71&e=426b9ff098
http://marchforclimateleadership.org/
https://www.eventjoy.com/e/bus-to-oakland-climate-march-sac--davis-825128
http://marchforclimateleadership.org/partners/
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UNICEF Helps the Most Vulnerable Children 
GENEVA, 29 January 2015 - UNICEF is launching a US$3.1 billion appeal – its largest ever – to reach 62 million children at risk in 
humanitarian crises worldwide – a US$1 billion jump in funding needs since last year’s appeal. 
“From deadly natural disasters to brutal conflicts and fast-spreading epidemics, children across the world are facing a new 
generation of humanitarian crises,” said Afshan Khan, UNICEF’s Director of Emergency 
Programs. “Whether in the headlines or hidden from view, emergencies sparked by social 
fracture, climate change and disease are stalking children in ways we have never seen 
before.”  
  
Growing numbers of children are facing increasingly complex and destructive conflicts, 
natural disasters and other emergencies, including the Ebola epidemic, which are placing 
them in extraordinary danger of violence, hunger, disease and abuse – and require 
increasingly more resources to address.  
More than 1 in 10 of the world’s children – or 230 million – currently live in countries and 
areas affected by armed conflicts alone.   
  
“I have just returned from Syria and Lebanon where millions of children have had their lives torn apart,” said Afshan Khan. “For the 
past four years, these children have been witnessing violence and death daily and have been missing out on the very basics in life. 
This appeal will help secure a future for not only the children of Syria but all children around the world who are impacted by 
humanitarian crises.” 
  
UNICEF’s Humanitarian Action for Children 2015 appeal targets a total of 98 million people, around two thirds of whom are children, 
in 71 countries.  
  
• The biggest portion of the appeal is for Syria and the sub-region. UNICEF is calling for US$903 million for the  
   regional response to protect children at risk and deliver life-saving assistance like immunizations, safe water and  
   sanitation, and education. 

• In Nigeria, where attacks by armed groups have escalated in the past year causing more than 1 
million people  
   in the northeast to flee their homes, UNICEF is asking for $US26.5 million. 

• A year into the conflict in Ukraine, UNICEF is appealing for US$32.45 million as the country faces 
a humanitarian  
  crisis with 5.2 million people living in conflict zones, over 600,000 people internally displaced and 
some 1.7 million children affected. 

The appeal also includes hugely under-funded and forgotten crises where children are in desperate 
need – including Afghanistan (35 per cent funded in 2014), the State of Palestine (23 per cent funded in 2014) and Niger (35 per 
cent funded in 2014).   
  
As well as immediate humanitarian response, funds raised will help UNICEF in its work with partner organizations to prepare 
countries for future disasters by reinforcing national preparedness systems and equipping communities to help themselves.  
  
“This appeal will reach the most vulnerable children, wherever they are,” said Khan. “Where a child is born should not determine his 
or her destiny. We must get vital services and care to children in acute need now, to provide the building blocks that will allow them 
to create peaceful futures. This is not just about immediate humanitarian action as these short-term investments will have long-term 
gains.”  
  
In 2014, UNICEF reached millions of children with humanitarian support – including vaccinating 16 million children against measles, 
treating 1.8 million children for the most serious form of malnutrition, providing almost 2 million children with psychological support 
and providing 13 million people with access to safe water.  2 million children were also given a better education – a crucial part of 
UNICEF’s emergency response as it helps restore children’s routine and gives them hope for the future. 

To donate, go to www.unicefusa.org

http://www.unicefusa.org
http://www.unicefusa.org
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PSR Essay Contest Deadline

The deadline to submit essays for Physicians For Social Responsibility’s scholarship 
contest is March 11, 2015.  The topic is a quote from UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, 
“The world is over-armed and peace is under-funded.”

The paper must be an original essay with 500 words or less and is open to high school 
seniors.  First place wins a $3,000 scholarship.  

For more information:  www.sacpsr.org  or  essaycontest@sacpsr.org 

UNA Members Needed to Staff Earth Day Booth in April
When:  April 19, 2015  Sunday 11am. to 4pm.
Where:  Southside Park, Sacramento
The Sacramento celebration of the 46th annual Earth Day will be filled with 
diverse business, non-profit, cultural and government vendors with practical 
information, goods and services for saving money, living healthier, and 
protecting the environment.  Bring your friends and family!

Contact Carl Sweet to volunteer:  ernestsweet@aol.com

Earth Day 2014

mailto:essaycontest@sacpsr.org
mailto:essaycontest@sacpsr.org
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International Film Series  (COMPLETING OUR 18th YEAR!) 

Shown at International House, 10 College Park, on first and third Friday nights,  Sept. - May      

Sponsored by the UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION OF DAVIS and I-HOUSE 

There is no charge, but donations are welcomed and gratefully accepted to help cover the cost of DVD rental or 
purchase, facilities use, cups, plates etc. and the refreshments that are served at 7:30p.m.  Programs begin promptly at 8.


February 6 – March 20, 2015 Schedule

 

February 6, 2015  Tokyo Sonata  (2008, Japan/Netherlands/Hong Kong, directed by Kiyoshi Kurosawa, 120 min.)

Middle-aged Tokyo office worker Ryuhei Sasaki (Teruyuki Kagawa) loses his job when his company outsources its production to China. In 
his traditional role as the authoritarian family breadwinner and protector he cannot bring himself to admit the truth to his wife Megumi 
(Kyoko Koizumi) and sons Takashi (Yu Koyanagi) and Kenji (Kai Inowaki), pretending to go to the office but actually visiting employment 
centers and eating lunch at soup kitchens. The Sasakis clearly are a dysfunctional family whose members do not communicate with each 
other.  Confrontations between the father and his sons lead Takashi and Kenji to pursue their own paths despite disapproval, while 
Megumi, desperately lonely, tries to maintain some semblance of family life. An unexpected event and the discovery that Kenji is a musical 
prodigy lead to a second chance at functioning as a family where all members have personal identities. Also with Haruka Igawa, Kanji 
Tsuda and Koji Yakusho. (#374)

 

February 20, 2015  The Counterfeiters (2007, Austria/Germany, directed by Stefan Ruzowitzky, 98 min.)

This true story of the largest counterfeiting operation in history is based on a book by Adolf Burger. When master counterfeiter Salomon 
“Sally” Sorowitsch (Karl Markovics) is arrested in Berlin in the mid thirties, he is sent to Mauthausen concentration camp and eventually to 
Sachsenhausen. There he is put in charge of a team of inmates with special skills to carry out a Nazi scheme (Operation Bernhard) to print 
British pounds and U.S. dollars to help the war effort and undermine Allied economies in exchange for special privileges and some hope 
of survival. Ironically the overseer of the scheme is the very Friedrich Herzog (Devid Striesow) who arrested Sally in Berlin. One member of 
the team, Adolf Burger (August Diehl), tries to undermine the operation based on his Marxist convictions. Sorowitsch’s challenge is to 
protect Burger from the Nazis as well as from his fellow prisoners, while keeping all of them alive. Moral dilemmas abound. Film is winner 
of Foreign Language Oscar.  Rated R. (#375)

 

March 6, 205  Jaffa  (2009, Israel/Germany/France, directed by Keren Yedaya, 106 min.)

Reuven Wolf’s (Moni Moshonov) garage in Jaffa is a family business that employs son Meir (Roy Assaf) and daughter Mali (Dana Ifgy), as 
well as a Palestinian Arab, Toufik (Mahmud Shalaby) and Toufik’s father, Hassan (Hussein Yassin Mahajne). Mali is a quiet young woman 
who is the good daughter at home and at her job, while Meir is moody and often precipitates conflict both at home, especially with his 
mother, Ossi (Ronit Elkabetz), and at work where he chafes at his father’s claim that Toufik is a more reliable worker. Nobody suspects that 
Mali and Toufik have been secretly in love for many years. On the day of final preparations for them to get secretly married, Meir and Toufik 
get into a fight that results in Meir’s accidental death and Toufik’s conviction of manslaughter. When Mali finally tells her parents that she is 
pregnant, she hides the identity of the father and decides not to have an abortion. She raises her daughter Shiran (Lily Igvy) in her parents’ 
home. When Toufik is released from prison after nine years, Mali has to make some very difficult decisions.  (#376)

 

March 20, 2015  Light of My Eyes  (2001, Italy, directed by Giuseppe Piccione, 113 min.)

In this understated drama about fantasy and reality Antonio (Luigi Lo Cascio) is a lonely man who works as a chauffeur of luxury cars and 
imagines life as an interplanetary traveler named Morgan. Through a chance encounter he meets Maria (Sandra Ceccarelli), a stressed 
single mother trying to keep her frozen foods store afloat and her daughter Lisa (Barbara Valente) from being taken away by her 
grandparents. Their real life drama draws Antonio out of his make-believe world. For the first time he cares deeply about others and 
secretly goes to great lengths, including working for a gangster (Silvio Donato as Saverio), to help Maria in her struggle to hold on to her 
business and her daughter, while Maria mostly seems to remain indifferent to his quiet love and moral support. Antonio persists and they 
gradually develop a tentative relationship that makes both them and Lisa less lonely.  (#377)
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Letters To The Editor

We welcome your thoughtful and civilized comments!  Please email your Letters to the Editor to:  
kate.unausa@gmail.com

Dear Editor,

It has come to my attention that instead of categorizing the $1 trillion dollars the U.S. spends on nuclear weapons in 
the “defense” category, it is listed in the “energy” category, as the cost of modernizing and remodeling nuclear 
infrastructure.  I believe if more people knew the amount spent on “modernizing” our nuclear stockpile and how 
much it costs to maintain it, they would demand an accounting and an end to this devastatingly wasteful program.  I 
would like to see the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons movement surge forward with meteoric energy.
K.W.

Don’t have time to be a board member but would still like to volunteer?  Well we need you!  Event leaders for 
UNA sponsored programs will take on one event of their choice during the year.  We are starting  exploratory 
committees for:

International Day of Peace September 2015
Earth Day April 2015

Annual Dinner/UN Day October 2015
IGMUN at UC Berkeley October 2015

UNA Advocacy Day at the Capitol 
Model UN Clubs 

Young Professionals Group

Dear Editor,
We attended the second showing of Groundswell Rising in Sacramento with several others from Davis. It is a 
compelling documentary exploring what the experience has been in areas where fracking is currently in operation, 
the regulations regarding the fracking industry, as well as shared voices from the communities in the vicinity of 
operations.  Packed with information and stories.  The film describes the work of people who are committed to 
preserving our planet for future generations. Good questions were raised after the film.

Vashek and Claudette Cervinka
Davis UNA

New York state has placed a moratorium on fracking as a response to the community protest represented in the 
film.  The film is available to be shown to other interested groups.  
Contact Sharon Alexander: alexanders@csus.edu

mailto:alexanders@csus.edu
mailto:kate.unausa@gmail.com
mailto:kate.unausa@gmail.com
mailto:alexanders@csus.edu
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UNA-USA Board Members
Davis Chapter President
Verena Borton
rvborton@comcast.net

Sacramento Chapter President
Sharon Alexander
916-482-4949

Vice President, Young Professionals Chair, 
Newsletter Editor
Kate Woolley
kate.unausa@gmail.com

Corresponding Secretary,
Newsletter Editor
John Jervis
916-482-1354

Treasurer
Jack Kennedy
916-393-3852

Sacramento and Davis Chapters
P.O. Box 163381 Sacramento, CA  95816-9381

Email:  info@unausasacramento@gmail.com
www.unausasacramento.com

Membership
Carl Sweet
916-481-6122

Advocacy
Katharine Thompson
916-456-6929

Directors
Nick Alexander
John Bernier
Fred Hansen

Past President
Eddie Lee

Upcoming Dates

February 2:         UNA Sacramento Executive Board Meeting

February 6:         International Day of Zero Tolerance to Female Genital Mutilation

February 7:         UNA-USA Regional Meeting, International House, Davis

February 13:       World Radio Day (UNESCO)

February 20:       UNA-USA Member’s Day at the United Nations

March 1:             Zero Discrimination Day

March 3:             World Wildlife Day

March 8:             International Women’s Day

March 20:           International Day of Happiness

 


United Nations International Year Observances for 2015:

International Year of Light and Light-based Technologies


International Year of Soils


Dues and donations: Please remember to pay your yearly membership dues. We are an all-volunteer
organization and depend on our members’ support in order to bring quality programs to you and our 
community.

UNA board meetings are the first Wednesday of every month. If you have an idea for a program or would like the 
UNA board to address an issue, email Sharon Alexander (alexanders@csus.edu) to be considered for an upcoming 
agenda item.

Remember to check out our website, Facebook and Twitter.
www.unausasacramento.com

mailto:rvborton@comcast.net
mailto:kate.unausa@gmail.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
mailto:rvborton@comcast.net
mailto:kate.unausa@gmail.com
mailto:unausasacramento@gmail.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
mailto:unausasacramento@gmail.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com


UNA-USA Sacramento Chapter
P.O. Box 163381

Sacramento, CA  95816

Application for Membership

Name:___________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________
City:_____________________________________________
State:_________ Zip:_______________________________
Phone:___________________________________________
Email:___________________________________________
Chapter (Circle one):      Davis            Sacramento

•$5 Student
•$25 Introductory/First Year
•$40 Individual/Family
•$100 Sponsor
•$500 Patron
•$1000 Lifetime

The United Nations Association of the United States of America is a national organization dedicated to strengthening the three 
pillars of the U.N: sustainable development, human rights, and peace and security.  UNA-USA carries out its action agenda 
through a unique public outreach, policy analysis, and international dialogue.

Make checks payable to:  
UNA-USA
P.O. Box 163381
Sacramento, CA  95816

You can also apply online:  www.unausasacramento.com
Choose Sacramento or Davis as your local chapter.

Thank you!

http://www.unausasacramento.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
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