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Sacramento 
P.O. Box 163381 Sacramento, CA  95816-9381

Email:  info@unausasacramento@gmail.com
www.unausasacramento.com

UNA Davis 
hosts International 
Film Series 
Schedule and 
description of great 
movies. Hosted at 
International House, 
Davis.
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We are a volunteer organization that depends on membership dues to bring quality programs to 
Sacramento. Please join or renew your membership today!  www.unausasacramento.com

PSR Dinner 
a huge success 
A sold out crowd 
celebrated the 
essay finalists.
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UNA Sacramento 
Program 
“Cities for CEDAW” 
with attorney Rita 
Maran.
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IGMUN 
Put October 
10, 2015 on 
your 
calendar. 
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Letter from 
Senator Feinstein 
A response to 
UNA Davis 
chapter regarding 
foreign aid.
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May 2015

Letters to the 
Editor 

Members voice 
their concerns 
and opinions.
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Davis
101 E. 7th Street  Davis, CA  95616
Email:  rvborton@comcast.net

UNA Sacramento May Program 
We are excited to welcome Dr. Rita Maran, Advocacy Vice-President of 
UNA-USA Northern California Division and Senior Fulbright Scholar, to 
speak about the UN Treaty:  The Convention for the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).  Dr. Maran was 
instrumental in guiding San Francisco and Berkeley toward adopting 
resolutions to "promote equal access to and equity in health care, 
economic development, educational opportunities, and employment for 
women." 


California continues to take major steps toward implementing gender equality, ahead of most of the United 
States.   Integrating principles of non-discrimination into Sacramento’s municipal code must be approved by 
the city council and city manager.  We think it will be a strong statement to the rest of the country that 
Sacramento is a welcoming city in which to live, raise a family and do business.  Dr. Maran will share her 
expertise in advocating for the CEDAW resolution and steps we can take to see it adopted in Sacramento.


When:  May 18, 2015  6:30pm - 8:00pm

Where:  Sacramento City Teacher’s Association  5300 Elvas Ave. Sacramento, CA 95819


This program is co-sponsored with the Women Democrats of Sacramento County 

Nuclear Pork & 
Proliferation in the 
U.S. Budget 
Our June Program 
features Tri-Valley 
Cares.
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Physicians For Social Responsibility hosted another outstanding dinner on April 26th, celebrating the top 11 winners in 
their essay contest.   The high school seniors read their essays, based on a prompt by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, 
and answered a question from one of the five judges.  The judges then had the difficult job of selecting the top three 
essays.  Fortunately, there were 2 Sacramento State professors, a UNA Sacramento member, a peace advocate and an 
actual judge to analyze and evaluate each student.  It was a packed room at the Dante Club, and everyone left the dinner 
newly inspired, believing the future is in great hands with this generation of peace builders.

PSR Scholarship Dinner - a great success!

First Place ($3,000 scholarship) - Goody Walowit, South Tahoe High School
Second Place ($2,500 scholarship) - Sierra Berry, George Washington Carver High School

Third Place ($2,000 scholarship) - Sara Chang, Western Sierra Collegiate Academy

Congratulations from UNA Sacramento!
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IGMUN is a program of the Northern California 
Division of United Nations Association USA.   
 
IGMUN is one of the few inter-generational 
Model United Nations in the U.S, offering a  
diversity of delegates and perspectives.  
 
As a noncompetitive simulation of the United  
Nations, IGMUN is an excellent opportunity for 
both novices and experienced delegates to  
practice their debate and negotiation skills.   

Register  for the conference  at www.igmun.org 

Peace & Security -  1st  Committee DISEC  
Global Terrorism: Activities by 
Non-State Entities  

Global Health - WHO : 
Ebola: Combating Communicable 
Diseases in Developing Nations 

 Human Rights - UNHRC -  
Internally Displaced Persons in  
Politically Unstable Areas  

 Women's Rights - OHCHR to Special 
Session on CEDAW:  

Revisiting CEDAW: Accelerating 
Implementation and Execution  

Climate Change - EP -  Soil Conditions: 
 Erosion, Degradation, and Use for 
Food Production  

 Internet Security - ITU -  
Cyber Crime and Espionage  

Post-2015 Development Agenda - UNDP 
To GA - MDGs and SDGs:  

Adopting and Implementing  
Specific Goals  

 *Security Council  
Open Agenda: Topic will be  
announced in July 
 

*Denotes Advanced Committees  

Resolve International Issues 

5th Annual  
 

Inter-Generational Model United Nations  
 

October 10, 2015 
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Dear Mrs. Borton:

 

Thank you for contacting me regarding funding levels for U.S. foreign aid.  I appreciate the time you took to write, 
and I welcome the opportunity to respond.

 

As a leader in the global economy and international affairs, I believe that the United States must be willing to 
promote international peace and development with many tools, including a robust foreign aid budget designed to 
encourage democracy, economic development, political stability, and a greater respect for religious tolerance and 
human rights.  

 

Our foreign assistance spending, which represents approximately one percent of the federal budget, reflects the 
best of America's values: helping those in need.  It also helps protect American citizens and U.S. national security 
interests by lifting people out of poverty and turning them away from harmful and extremist ideologies.  Ultimately, I 
believe that these investments are far less costly than any military intervention.  

 

The 2015 Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations Act (Public Law 113-235), which funds the federal 
government through fiscal year 2015, provides $52 billion for foreign aid programs.  This funding level includes: 
bilateral and multilateral foreign aid, diplomatic operations, international security assistance, global health funding, 
and poverty and development assistance.    

 

As a member of the Senate Committee on Appropriations, which has jurisdiction over foreign aid funding, please be 
assured that I have made careful note of your preferences, and I will keep them in mind as the Committee 
considers further funding for foreign aid programs in the future.

 

Once again, thank you for writing.  I hope that you will continue to keep me informed about issues of importance to 
you.  Should you have any further comments or questions, please feel free to contact my Washington, D.C., office 
at (202) 224-3841 or visit my website at www.feinstein.senate.gov. Best regards.


Sincerely yours,


  Dianne Feinstein

         United States Senator


Dianne Feinstein
United States Senator for California
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UNA Sacramento’s June Program features Tri-Valley Cares and an update on the defense 
spending budget by Marylia Kelley.  Co-sponsored with Sacramento Peace Action.


Marylia Kelley brings over 32 years of research, writing and facilitating public participation in decisions regarding the 
Livermore Lab, nuclear weapons, waste and cleanup. Kelley will travel to Washington, DC in May to conduct meetings 
with Congress and the Obama Administration as the budget process makes its way through the various committees 

before its adoption, scheduled for later this year.


Nuclear Pork & Proliferation in the Budget

By: Marylia Kelley, Executive Director of Tri-Valley CAREs


From: the Spring 2015 edition of Citizen’s Watch 

    Earlier this year, the Obama Administration transmitted its Fiscal Year 2016 budget request for nuclear weapons to 
Congress. It contains an 11.2% increase in funding for the DOE National Nuclear Security Administration’s (NNSA) nuclear 
weapons programs. At Livermore Lab, the budget request is for over a billion dollars, with more than 85% going into 
nuclear weapons activities. (Details at http://trivalleycares.org/new/2016Nuke_Budget and the blog above it.)


     This funding level exceeds the peak years of the Cold War. The total number of warheads in the U.S. arsenal is now 
about 7,000. Make no mistake; the requested funds are not to dismantle them. The money will upgrade and “modernize” 
the warheads and the nuclear weapons complex that designs and produces them.

The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office estimates this “modernization” will cost $348 billion in the coming 
ten years, with even higher costs to follow. Thus, the U.S. is planning to spend $1 Trillion over thirty years, including on 
new missiles, bombers and submarines to deliver the new warheads.


New Warheads & the Budget Request

     Despite what the weaponeers want us to believe, the escalating cost of maintaining U.S. nuclear weapons is not due to 
the difficulty of the task or to excessive “aging” of the stockpile. Rather, it is caused by increasingly exotic elective 
changes that the NNSA is introducing into the nuclear arsenal through its Life Extension Programs (LEPs). LEP is the 
soothing name given to a program to create new ways to initiate a nuclear war, whether it ultimately occurs by accident, 
miscalculation or deliberate madness.   Three LEPs, in particular, need scrutiny and congressional leadership to constrain 
their costs and roll back unnecessary design changes.


1. New Long-Range Stand Off Warhead: 

The Air Force has requested around $1.8 billion over the next 5 years to develop a new Long-Range Stand Off (LRSO) 
weapon to replace the air-launched cruise missile. The new LRSO missile will be capable of carrying conventional and 
thermonuclear warheads. According to reports, the nuclear-tipped version will be indistinguishable from the conventional 
one, a potentially destabilizing situation.


The new, radar-evading LRSO weapon will be able to launch a sneak nuclear attack from 3,000 or more miles from its 
unsuspecting target. This will be a potential first-strike weapon. 

The NNSA is in charge of developing a new warhead for the LRSO, and Livermore Lab has been designated as the “lead 
lab” to design it. The warhead type has already been chosen. Dubbed the W80-4, the new weapon will be a variant of the 
W80 that sits atop current cruise missiles.


The FY 2016 budget request asks for $195 million, up from $9 million in FY 2015. LRSO W80-4 warhead funding is slated 
to increase to $312 million in FY 2017, $407 million in FY 2018, and to continue on an upward trajectory. Independent 
estimates of LRSO missile and warhead costs come in at about $20 billion. The FY 2016 budget request imprudently 
seeks to accelerate the development of the missile and warhead by around two years (after delaying it for three years in 
the prior budget).

                                                                                                         Continued next page - 


http://trivalleycares.org/new/2016Nuke_Budget
http://trivalleycares.org/new/2016Nuke_Budget
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-Continued from page 5 

2. New B61-12: This new bomb will combine three tactical or “battlefield” versions of the B61 with a strategic 
version, the B61-7, to create an “all-purpose” nuclear gravity bomb that will erase the distinction between tactical 
and strategic weapons. Los Alamos and Sandia are the “lead labs” in this effort. Of the approximately 480 B61s 
slated to become B61-12s, about 180 will be forward deployed at six bases in five NATO countries in Europe, with 
the remainder housed at four bases in the U.S. Currently, U.S. taxpayers alone are footing the bill.

The B61-12 LEP comes with a price tag upwards of $10 billion, which will make each bomb worth about twice its 
weight in solid gold. The NNSA FY 2016 budget request for the B61-12 is for more than $643 million. The LEP will 
top the $700 million annual mark by 2018, rising to more than $760 million in 2020. A guided tail-fin kit, being 
designed separately by the Defense Dept. will add another $1.8 billion overall, while creating a devastating nuclear 
smart bomb. Its continued forward deployment in NATO countries is also provocative.


3. Wholly New “Interoperable” Warheads: The NNSA’s overly ambitious and wrong-headed proposal is to 
redesign the entire U.S. nuclear weapons stockpile by creating three warhead types that could be launched from 
both land- and sea-based platforms (i.e., be “interoperable”) and the two new air-launched weapons, noted above. 
NNSA has dubbed this the 3+2 strategy.

The first of these three “interoperable” warheads, the W78/88- 1, is to be designed principally at Livermore Lab. Its 
estimated cost is $12 billion, although technical uncertainty and changes in the nuclear weapons complex needed 
to implement the program will add tens of billions more. The FY 2015 budget request and congressional action 
deferred any funding for the W78/88-1 for at least five years, and the FY 2016 budget request follows suit. Still, the 
NNSA insists the “interoperable” concept is on track, and the agency’s FY 2016 Stockpile Stewardship and 
Management Plan shows development of the W78/88-1 in FY 2020.


An Important Role for the Public

     The President’s budget request is just that… a request. The Constitution gives Congress the power of the 
pocketbook. Each year, the budget request goes through both an authorization and the all-important appropriations 
process. If money is not appropriated, it cannot be spent. Every Senator and Representative has a vote. Certain 
Members also sit on key committees. For example, Senator Dianne Feinstein is the Ranking Member on the Energy 
& Water Appropriations subcommittee through which the NNSA budget must pass. She has publicly questioned the 
rationale for developing a new LRSO.


     One effective action is to reach out by phone, email or letter to your elected officials, including Senator 
Feinstein. The Capitol Switchboard number is (202) 224-3121. Another useful action is to write a letter to the editor 
of your favorite paper. Or, call the Tri-Valley CAREs office and arrange for a speaker at your next house party. 
Whatever creative action appeals to you, here are five talking points to help you tell Congress and the President to 
move the money from nuclear weapons and put it into programs of social benefit. 

     Congress and the Obama Administration should limit all LEPs to refurbishment of components necessary to 
maintain existing safety and reliability until such time as the weapons are dismantled pursuant to the Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and its disarmament obligation under Article VI.

     Congress and the Obama Administration should cancel the plan to design three new “interoperable” warheads 
and constrain the costly 3+2 strategy. In the interim, Congress should continue to refuse funding to develop the first 
“interoperable” warhead and maintain the 5-year delay imposed last year.

     Congress should cancel the new LRSO warhead and missile. At a minimum, Congress should delay its 
development for at least 3 years rather than speed it up (as the FY 2016 budget request does).

     Congress should curb development of the B61-12. At a minimum, Congress should ensure that any FY 2016 
funding for the B61-12 LEP includes a NATO cost sharing agreement before funds are released.

    Senator Ed Markey has introduced the Smarter Approach to Nuclear Expenditures (SANE) Act in the Senate. 
Representative Blumenauer has introduced the SANE Act in the House. The SANE Act would save $100 billion over 
ten years by cutting harmful, unnecessary bomb plants, LEPs and warhead delivery vehicles. More co-sponsors are 
needed. (Details at http://trivalleycares.org/new/2015SANE_ACT.html)

     An expanded version of this article will be published in a new report, The Growing U.S. Nuclear Threat, 
by the Alliance for Nuclear Accountability and its member groups. The report will be distributed to diplomats 
at the NPT Review Conference and to Congress during our spring “DC Days.”

  

WHEN:    Monday, June 22, 2015  7:00pm - 8:30pm 
WHERE:  SMUD  6301 S St. Sacramento

http://trivalleycares.org/new/2015SANE_ACT.html
http://trivalleycares.org/new/2015SANE_ACT.html


S A C R A M E N T O  A N D  D A V I S

May 2015	 "                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   7

International Film Series  (STARTING OUR 19TH YEAR!)
- Shown at International House, 10 College Park, on first and third Friday nights, Sept. - May
- Sponsored by the UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION OF DAVIS and I-HOUSE 
- There is no charge, but donations are welcomed and gratefully accepted to help cover the 
- cost of DVD rental or purchase, facilities use, cups, plates etc. and the refreshments that are served at 7:30 p.m.  

Programs begin promptly at 8.

May 15, 2015  Romantics Anonymous/Les émotifs anonymes (2010, France, dir. by Jean-Pierre Améris, 80 min.)
This comedy stars a gifted chocolate maker, Angélique (Isabelle Carré) and the boss of a failing chocolate factory, Jean-
René (Benoît Poelvoorde) who has just hired her. They are immediately attracted to each other, but their mutual social 
anxieties create many awkward as well as comical situations, among them answering the office phone and a first date at a 
restaurant. To save the company, Angélique develops a successful line of chocolates that are a hit. Promoting the new 
product forces both her and Jean-René to overcome some of their shyness and speak up about their mutual attraction. 
While the film presents many hilarious situations caused by the main characters’ phobias and timidness, it never makes fun 
of these traits that audience members may share to some degree. Also with Stéphan Wojtowicz, Lorella Cravotta, Lise 
Lamétrie, Swann Arlaud and Pierre Niney. (#381)

The International Film Series will be taking its customary summer break during 
June, July and August.

Join us for film # 382 on September 4th.

A devastating 7.8 magnitude earthquake near Nepal's capital city of Kathmandu has 
claimed more than 5,000 lives, caused thousands of injuries, and destroyed homes 
and infrastructure. Some 1.7 million children require humanitarian assistance, 
and UNICEF is on the ground working to provide critical aid to children and families. 

UNICEF is one of the few organizations that puts 90% of its donations to actual 
programs and services.  Charity Navigator gives UNICEF 4 stars.   Please consider 
donating via their website.  You can choose to help the children of Nepal, or have 
your money go where it is most needed.    Thank you.  


https://www.unicefusa.org/donate/nepal-earthquake-help-children-now/24226


https://www.unicefusa.org/donate/nepal-earthquake-help-children-now/24226
https://www.unicefusa.org/donate/nepal-earthquake-help-children-now/24226
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Letters To The Editor

We welcome your thoughtful and civilized comments!  Please email your Letters to the Editor to:  
kate.unausa@gmail.com

Don’t have time to be a board member but would still like to volunteer?  Well we need you!  Event leaders for 
UNA sponsored programs will take on one event of their choice during the year.  We are starting  exploratory 
committees for:

International Day of Peace September 2015 
Annual Dinner/UN Day October 2015
IGMUN at UC Berkeley October 2015

UNA Advocacy Day at the Capitol 
Model UN Clubs 

Young Professionals Group

Dear Editor,


At the Earth Day celebration in Southside Park on April 19th, there were more than the usual handful of crazy 
conspiracy people declaring the United Nations is responsible for a whole variety of schemes, from 
chemtrails to micro-chips in vaccines to black helicopters in Texas.  Now more than ever we need the United 
Nations Association to speak up and educate people in the humanitarian and peace building work that 
started with the League of Nations in 1920.  If we don’t want to put American boots on the ground in areas 
of conflict, UN Peacekeepers are deployed.  We depend on the UN to help in relief and rescue efforts, issue 
climate change reports and negotiate peace treaties.  The conspiracy theories are absurd, yet every year 
people come up with elaborate stories with no factual basis.  Is it worth spending time and energy 
enlightening this misguided crowd?

Regards,

KW


Hello Editors,


It has been said that we need more efforts to bring like minded people into our organization.  Maybe it would 
be a good idea to request that newsletter readers send us names and contact information of people they 
believe to be interested in the U.N. and U.N.A.   Is it worth a try?

JB

mailto:kate.unausa@gmail.com
mailto:kate.unausa@gmail.com
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UNA-USA Board Members
Davis Chapter President
Verena Borton
rvborton@comcast.net

Sacramento Chapter President
Sharon Alexander
916-482-4949

Vice President, Young Professionals Chair, 
Newsletter Editor
Kate Woolley
kate.unausa@gmail.com

Corresponding Secretary,
Newsletter Editor
John Jervis
916-482-1354

Treasurer
Jack Kennedy
916-393-3852

Sacramento and Davis Chapters
P.O. Box 163381 Sacramento, CA  95816-9381

Email:  info@unausasacramento@gmail.com
www.unausasacramento.com

Membership
Carl Sweet
916-481-6122

Advocacy
Katharine Thompson
916-456-6929

Directors
Nick Alexander
John Bernier
Fred Hansen

Past President
Eddie Lee

Upcoming Dates

May 4       UNA Board of Directors meeting, St. Michael’s Church  9:30am.

May 15     International Day of Families

May 17     World Telecommunication and Information Society Day

May 18     UNA Sacramento Program:  Speaker Rita Maran at SCTA  6:30pm - 8:00pm

May 22     International Day for Biological Diversity

May 29     International Day for UN Peacekeepers

June 1      UNA Board of Directors meeting, St. Michael’s Church  9:30am

June 7-9   UNA-USA Advocacy Conference, Washington D.C.


United Nations International Year Observances for 2015:

International Year of Light and Light-based Technologies


International Year of Soils


Dues and donations: Please remember to pay your yearly membership dues. We are an all-volunteer
organization and depend on our members’ support in order to bring quality programs to you and our 
community.

UNA board meetings are the first Wednesday of every month. If you have an idea for a program or would like the 
UNA board to address an issue, email Sharon Alexander (alexanders@csus.edu) to be considered for an upcoming 
agenda item.

Remember to check out our website, Facebook and Twitter.
www.unausasacramento.com

mailto:rvborton@comcast.net
mailto:kate.unausa@gmail.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
mailto:unausasacramento@gmail.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
mailto:unausasacramento@gmail.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
mailto:rvborton@comcast.net
mailto:kate.unausa@gmail.com


UNA-USA Sacramento Chapter
P.O. Box 163381

Sacramento, CA  95816

Application for Membership

Name:___________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________
City:_____________________________________________
State:_________ Zip:_______________________________
Phone:___________________________________________
Email:___________________________________________
Chapter (Circle one):   Sacramento              Davis

•Free Student Membership
•$25 Introductory/First Year
•$40 Individual/Family
•$100 Sponsor
•$500 Patron
•$1000 Lifetime

The United Nations Association of the United States of America is a national organization dedicated to strengthening the three 
pillars of the U.N: sustainable development, human rights, and peace and security.  UNA-USA carries out its action agenda 
through a unique public outreach, policy analysis, and international dialogue.

Make checks payable to:  UNA-USA
(For Sacramento)                                   (For Davis)
P.O. Box 163381                                      101 E. 7th St.
Sacramento, CA  95816                         Davis, CA  95616

You can also apply online:  www.unausasacramento.com
Choose Sacramento or Davis as your local chapter.

Thank you!

http://www.unausasacramento.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
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