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We are a volunteer organization that depends on membership dues to bring quality programs to 
Sacramento. Please join or renew your membership today!  www.unausasacramento.com

Intergenerational 
Model UN 
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begun!
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UNA Davis 
International Women’s 
Day inspired a 
successful event
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Water and Fire:  Impact of Climate Change Conference 
April 10-11, 2016  Sacramento State University 

People are hungry for rational dialogue about climate change. On April 10-11, a group of invited debaters and 
a public audience in Sacramento, CA, will participate in unique debates and caucus discussions concerning 
Water and Fire: Impacts of Climate Change. Convened by the Institute on Science for Global Policy (ISGP), in 
cooperation with California State University-Sacramento, this conference brings together scientists, policy 
makers, academics and community members who want to ask and discuss hard questions about this 
important topic for our area.

The conference program will be convened in two parts 
On Sunday, April 10, 2016, three internationally recognized scientists (“presenters”) will face questions and 
challenges from 40-45 invited debaters concerning their recommendations for water and fire policies in light 
of the effects of climate change. Each presenter will defend his or her position in 90-minute sessions that 
involve critical questioning by a panel of debaters composed of CSUS students and faculty, scientists, 
academics, as well as representatives from government, the private sector, and the community writ large. 
Participants in the audience also will be able to submit written questions for consideration by the moderator. 


On Monday, April 11, all conference participants who attended the debates on Sunday, including those in the 
audience, will join moderated small-group caucus sessions in which they  will jointly identify areas of 
consensus and actionable next steps to be considered by governmental and societal leaders. The conference 
concludes with a plenary session that seeks to synthesize the conclusions from the individual caucuses. 
These conclusions as well as summaries of the debates and the presenters’ policy position papers, are 
prepared by the ISGP in cooperation with CSUS students and faculty, into a free, publicly available book.


For information on the conference please contact CSUS professor Dr. Michelle Stevens at 
waterandfire2016info@gmail.com or ISGP Fellow Daniela Baeza at dbaeza@scienceforglobalpolicy.org.


http://www.csus.edu/dev/managed/ssis/water-fire-climate-2016/

http://www.unausasacramento.com
mailto:waterandfire2016info@gmail.com
mailto:dbaeza@scienceforglobalpolicy.org
http://www.unausasacramento.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
mailto:waterandfire2016info@gmail.com
mailto:dbaeza@scienceforglobalpolicy.org
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UNA Davis Celebrates International Women’s Day with Peace Advocate Rev. Kristin Stoneking 
     International Women’s Day (March 8) was observed a few days early at International House Davis on March 3rd. The event 
was presented by the Davis chapter of UNA-USA and co-sponsored by International House, Fellowship of Reconciliation, the 
Davis Branch of the American Association of University Women (AAUW), the UNA Sacramento chapter and the UC Davis 
Aggies for Humanity student organization. UNA Davis invited Rev. Kristin Stoneking, Executive Director of Fellowship of 
Reconciliation (FOR), to speak on her journey as an advocate in the peace movement. The talk was titled “Marginalization, 
Reconciliation and the Work of the United Nations” and focused on the evolution of the United Nations from its beginning roots 
in the League of Nations as well as the mission of FOR to achieve peace, justice, and nonviolence in the world. Prior to her 
involvement with FOR, Stoneking was director of the Cal Aggie Christian Association at UC Davis and was instrumental in 
establishing the Multifaith Living Community on the UCD campus.  

     Stoneking began her talk with a historical account of FOR which was founded on the eve of World War I when a group of 
religious leaders in Europe assembled to try to prevent the onset of the war. The United States branch was established in 1915 
and eventually evolved from a solely Christian based identity to embrace wide interfaith perspectives. Since its early days, FOR 
has been an active organization and was influential in supporting the League of Nations, although the US did not join the 
League. Stoneking pointed out that the history of the early peace movement was not one of full inclusion of diverse voices. She 
discussed how the League of Nations was largely non-inclusive, dominated by leaders from western nations and perpetuating 
exclusion and dominance which she argued only begot conflict, inequality and suffering.  

     Stoneking then continued with recounting the story of Anna Rochester, a writer for the FOR newsletter who opposed the 
exclusive structure of the League of Nations. Rochester was critical of the League for its lack of representation by delegates 
from marginalized communities or poorer countries and indigenous groups. Along with her female partner, Rochester joined a 
women’s activist group for peace and traveled the world writing for the FOR newsletter. Through their travels they recognized a 
common marginalized experience of oppression between their status as women and lesbians and those who were the colonial 
subjects of the old power structure. However, they also understood that they still held a certain level of privilege as members of 
the dominant socio-economic class and sought to use their privilege to work towards inclusion of the voices of the marginalized.  

     Following in this legacy, Stoneking articulated her own experience as a pastor and member of the LGBT community. This 
experience has granted her a unique perspective on relationships, roles and power structure  on which she draws to guide her 
work for peace and justice advocacy. Through her work at FOR and recent active involvement in the Black Lives Matter 
movement, Stoneking shared how she came to recognize the major societal issues that fuel the Black Lives Matter protest and 
the lack of trust and relationship between marginalized communities and the police. From this she realized that the true process 
of reconciliation and peacekeeping could only be achieved through trust that involved listening to each others’ truth and 
recognizing that “we all have a piece of the truth and the untruth.”  

     With this in mind, Stoneking concluded with a call to action by the audience to take the opportunity of International Women’s 
Day and channel the sentiments to create peace and justice in the world. She then engaged with 
the audience in questions and answers, continued later through informal conversation during 
the reception. 

     At the conclusion of the program, UNA Davis chapter president Verena Borton 
symbolically* presented Stoneking with a Peace rose in honor of her commitment to peace, 
justice, and reconciliation. The Peace rose was first introduced to the world at the signing of 
the UN Charter in San Francisco in 1945. In 1995, Davis UNA presented to the City of Davis 
and planted fifty Peace rose plants to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the 
establishment of the United Nations. They thrive year after year at 600 A Street and are 
maintained by the Davis chapter. 

*The gift was symbolic due to the fact that the roses, pruned in January, were not quite ready 
yet to bloom in early March. The first blooms will be presented to Rev. Stoneking when they 
are at hand and she is in town.  

-Funke Aderonmu - Davis GenUN member Verena Borton, Kristin Stoneking
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IGMUN VI 
Inter-Generational Model United Nations Conference 

October 15, 2016 
Early Registration begins  March 5th 2016 

www.igmun.org 

Calling all UNA members:  Adults are needed to balance out the conference.  In order to provide a true inter-
generational experience for the high school and college age students, parents, grandparents and community 
members with life experience are wanted.  Knowledge of Model UN is not necessary, but registration and 
payment is required.  Focus will be on UN Global Goals.       Go to www.igmun.org to register.
Location:  University of California, Berkeley        For more information:  Megan Nguyen  meknguyen@ucdavis.edu

World Water Day - March 22 
World Water Day is an international observance and an opportunity to learn more about water related issues, be 
inspired to tell others and take action to make a difference. World Water Day dates back to the 1992 United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development where an international observance for water was recommended. The 
United Nations General Assembly responded by designating 22 March 1993 as the first World Water Day. It has been 
held annually since then. Each year, UN-Water — the entity that coordinates the UN’s work on water and sanitation 
— sets a theme for World Water Day corresponding to a current or future challenge. The engagement campaign is 
coordinated by one or several of the UN-Water Members with a related mandate.
Today, almost half of the world's workers - 1.5 billion people - work in water related sectors and nearly all jobs 
depend on water and those that ensure its safe delivery. Yet the millions of people who work in water are often not 
recognized or protected by basic labour rights. The theme in 2016 — water and jobs — is focusing on 
how enough quantity and quality of water can change workers' lives and livelihoods - and even transform societies 
and economies.
UN-Water coordinates the UN's work on water and sanitation for a better world. Through UN-Water, UN entities 
and international partners work together to place water and sanitation as top issues and 21 Century essential 
knowledge. World Water Day is one of UN-Water's campaigns that aims to inform, engage and inspire action.

http://www.igmun.org
http://www.igmun.org
http://www.igmun.org
http://www.igmun.org
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UN official explains why new global development agenda is good news for women 

     From economic exclusion to violence targeting women and 
girls, the head of the United Nations entity tasked with promoting 
gender equality believes such challenges make it all the more 
critical to push ahead with the new global development agenda, 
which contains many targets specifically recognizing women's 
equality and empowerment.

“We’re asking private sector, individuals, ourselves – as the 
women organization – to step it up for gender equality,” Phumzile 
Mlambo-Ngcuka, Executive Director of UN Women, told the UN 
News Service.

The theme for this year’s International Women’s Day is “Planet 
50-50 by 2030: Step it up for Gender Equality,” referring to the 
deadline for the newly adopted Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), which chart out a new roadmap for the empowerment of 

women and girls and other forms of development over the next 15 years.

“One big thing that is relevant for every woman and girl no matter who they are and no matter where they are, is 
the fact that all governments have agreed to the 2030 Agenda,” said Ms. Mlambo-Ngcuka, adding that issues 
related to women and girls are front and centre in that Agenda and will allow greater progress to be made.

She defined “Planet 50-50 by 2030” as making strategic decisions about including women in the economy, 
pushing for equal pay, reducing early pregnancies in girls and getting more girls to stay in schools longer, 
among other strides.

“Stepping it up means coming out of the ‘business as usual,’ and making sure that the gaps we've identified in 
our evaluation of the way we've worked in the last 20 years are being addressed,” Ms. Mlambo-Ngcuka said.

“We are calling men and boys to be part of a solution. That is stepping it up,” she added.

Gender equality and the UN 
Advocating on behalf of women and girls throughout the world means advocating also on behalf of the women 
and girls within the UN system.  Despite many high-level appointments under Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, 
“we have begun to stagnate,” Ms. Mlambo-Ngcuka cautioned. “We need to step it up as the United Nations in 
order to make sure that we’re the best example on this issue.”

“We still have UN events and panels with an all-men panel discussing an issue that is central to everybody, 
women and girls. The assumption that men will know what needs to be done is cheeky, to say the least,” she 
continued.  

That includes selecting a woman as the successor to Ban Ki-moon, whose second and final term ends on 31 
December 2016. There are now at least three female candidates: Vesna Pusic of Croatia; Irina Bokova of 
Bulgaria; and Natalia Gherman of the Republic of Moldova.

“I am only interested in a woman candidate,” said Ms. Mlambo-Ngcuka. “It is time. It’s 2016, please.”


-UN News Centre,  March 8, 2016

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
http://www.un.org/sg/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53325#.Vt5FstC76VA
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
http://www.un.org/sg/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53325#.Vt5FstC76VA


    U N A  S A C R A M E N T O  D A V I S  U N A -
U S A  S A C R A M E N T O  A N D  D A V I S

March 2016	 "5

International Film Series  (COMPLETING OUR 19TH YEAR!)
Shown at International House, 10 College Park, on first and third Friday nights, Sept. - May

Sponsored by the UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION OF DAVIS and I-HOUSE 
There is no charge, but donations are welcomed and gratefully accepted to help cover the 

cost of DVD rental or purchase, facilities use, cups, plates etc. and the refreshments that are served at 7:30 p.m.  
Programs begin promptly at 8.

March 4 – April 15, 2016 Schedule
March 4, 2016  The Way  (2010, USA/Spain, directed by Emilio Estevez, 123 min.)
American ophthalmologist Thomas Avery (Martin Sheen) flies to France to retrieve the body of his son Daniel (Emilio Estevez, Sheen’s son 
in real life) who was killed during a storm in the Pyrenees while walking the Camino de Santiago (The Way of St. James). He decides to 
honor his son’s memory by making the pilgrimage of hundreds of miles himself, carrying Daniel’s ashes and scattering them along the way. 
Determined to walk on his own, he inevitably meets other pilgrims from around the world and ends up walking most of the way with three 
others: talkative, overweight Joost from Amsterdam (Yorick van Wageningen) who aims to lose weight, unhappy and divorced Sarah from 
Canada (Deborah Kara Unger) who is making the pilgrimage to quit smoking, and Jack from Ireland (James Nesbitt) who suffers from 
writer’s block. Filmed on location among international pilgrims, local hostel keepers – even a Romani street festival in Burgos – in beautiful 
landscapes, this film explores universal themes of loss and the importance of community and communication. (#394)

March 18, 2016  Tracks  (2013, Australia, directed by John Curran, 113 min.)
In 1977, at the age of 27, naturalist Robyn Davidson traveled for nine months from Alice Springs across 1677 miles of Australian desert to 
the Indian Ocean with her dog, four unpredictable camels and a hunting rifle, a journey documented by National Geographic photographer 
Rick Smolan. Based on Davidson’s book of the same name, Tracks puts this extraordinary feat on the screen with Mia Wasikowska as Robyn 
and Adam Driver as Rick Smolan (who shows up at certain points during the trip). While Robyn essentially walks alone and maintains her 
freedom to be alone during sandstorms, unbearable heat and unexpected dangers, she does recognize that she needs some support. An 
Aboriginal elder, Eddy (Roly Mintuma), for instance, makes sure she avoids Aboriginal sacred lands, resulting in a 160-mile detour at one 
point. Mandy Walker’s extraordinary cinematography beautifully illustrates Robyn’s love of nature and spirit of adventure. (#395)  

THIS COMPLETES THE 19TH YEAR OF THE INTERNATIONAL FILM SERIES. 

April 1, 2016  Walk on Water (2004, Israel, directed by Eytan Fox, 103 min.)
Eyal (Lior Ashkenazi) is an agent in the Israeli security service, a ruthless hitman targeting enemies of Israel. After the suicide of his wife, he 
is assigned a less challenging task, namely to locate a Nazi war criminal, Alfred Himmelman, “before God does.” Posing as a tour guide, 
Eyal befriends the adult grandchildren, Axel Himmelman (Knut Berger) who has come to visit his sister Pia (Caroline Peters) who lives on a 
kibbutz, to convince her to return to Germany for their father’s 70th birthday. Eventually we learn why Pia is estranged from her parents and 
what she knows about her grandfather’s past. In spite of himself, Eyal reluctantly enjoys the company of these two and even gets over the 
shock of discovering that Axel is gay.  He ends up traveling to Germany where the thriller part of the story concludes – but the real surprise 
comes at the very end, two years later. (#396)

April 15, 2016  Fanfan La Tulipe (1952, France, directed by Christian-Jacque, 102 min.)
This comedy/adventure/swashbuckler film is set during the reign of King Louis XV and in its historical setting pokes fun at royalty, the 
military and endless wars (“The only king’s sport that can be played by common folk.”). Fanfan La Tulipe (Gérard Philipe) is both a 
womanizer and a very skilled swordsman. A persuasive “fortune teller” (Gina Lollobrigida) tricks him with the prediction that he will marry a 
princess, causing him to enlist in the army to follow his fortune. Vashek Cervinka will give a short commentary at the beginning to illustrate 
what this film represented to him and his fellow army recruits in the Czech Republic.  (#397)



U N A - U S A  S A C R A M E N T O  A N D  D A V I S

March 2016	 6

Letters To The Editor

We welcome your thoughtful and civilized comments!  Please email your Letters to the Editor to:  
kate.unausa@gmail.com

Don’t have time to be a board member but would still like to volunteer?  Well we need you!  Event leaders for 
UNA sponsored programs will take on one event of their choice during the year.  We are starting  exploratory 
committees for:

International Day of Peace September 2016
Annual Dinner/UN Day October 2016
IGMUN at UC Berkeley October 2016

UNA Advocacy Day at the Capitol 
Model UN Clubs 

Young Professionals Group

Dear Editor, 
I am concerned that we are becoming an embarrassment in the eyes of the global community.  We have 
presidential candidates denying the basic science of climate change.  They threaten to commit war 
crimes if elected such as torture and the killing of suspected terrorist’s families.  Denying basic human 
rights to immigrants has become a rallying cry for their supporters.  The world is watching.  Many are 
laughing, but a majority of countries are concerned as well.  I can only hope that we are smart enough 
to elect a president who cares about peace, sustainable development, and gender parity.
Sincerely,
KVB

mailto:kate.unausa@gmail.com
mailto:kate.unausa@gmail.com
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UNA-USA Board Members
Davis Chapter President
Verena Borton
rvborton@comcast.net

Sacramento Chapter President
Newsletter Editor
Kate Van Buren
kate.unausa@gmail.com

Vice President, Membership Chair,
Newsletter Dispatch
Fred Hansen
fdhansen87@gmail.com

Secretary
Cathy Hackett

Treasurer
Jack Kennedy
916-393-3852

Sacramento and Davis Chapters
P.O. Box 163381 Sacramento, CA  95816-9381

Email:  info@unausasacramento@gmail.com
www.unausasacramento.com

Education Co-Chairs
Sharon Alexander
916-482-4949
Megan Nguyen

Advocacy
Nicholas Alexander

Director at Large
John Jervis

Past President
Sharon Alexander

March 3         UNA Davis and Sacramento General Meeting:  International House, Davis  7-9pm

March 6         UNA Sacramento Board Meeting, UUSS 2425 Sierra Dr. Sacramento   9-10am.

March 8         International Women’s Day

March 14-26  Commission on the Status of Women, UN Headquarters, New York

March 20       International Day of Happiness

March 22       World Water Day

April 3            UNA Sacramento Board Meeting, UUSS 2423 Sierra Dr. Sacramento  9-10am

April 24          Earth Day Sacramento, Southside Park, 11am-4pm


United Nations International Year Observances for 2016:

International Year of Pulses


Dues and donations: Please remember to pay your yearly membership dues. We are an all-volunteer
organization and depend on our members’ support in order to bring quality programs to you and our 
community.

UNA board meetings are the first Wednesday of every month. If you have an idea for a program or would like the 
UNA board to address an issue, email Sharon Alexander (alexanders@csus.edu) to be considered for an upcoming 
agenda item.

Remember to check out our website, Facebook and Twitter.
www.unausasacramento.com

mailto:unausasacramento@gmail.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
mailto:rvborton@comcast.net
http://www.unausasacramento.com
mailto:rvborton@comcast.net
mailto:unausasacramento@gmail.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com


UNA-USA Sacramento Chapter
P.O. Box 163381

Sacramento, CA  95816

Application for Membership

Name:___________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________
City:_____________________________________________
State:_________ Zip:_______________________________
Phone:___________________________________________
Email:___________________________________________
Chapter (Circle one):   Sacramento              Davis

•Free Student Membership
•$25 Introductory 
•$25 Limited Income
•$50 Individual/Family
•$100 Sponsor
•$500 Patron
•$1000 Lifetime

The United Nations Association of the United States of America is a national organization dedicated to strengthening the three 
pillars of the U.N: sustainable development, human rights, and peace and security.  UNA-USA carries out its action agenda 
through a unique public outreach, policy analysis, and international dialogue.

Make checks payable to:  UNA-USA
(For Sacramento)                                   (For Davis)
P.O. Box 163381                                      101 E. 7th St.
Sacramento, CA  95816                         Davis, CA  95616

You can also apply online:  www.unausasacramento.com
Choose Sacramento or Davis as your local chapter.

Thank you!

http://www.unausasacramento.com
http://www.unausasacramento.com
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