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Sacramento UNA-USA

Presents

Board Member  KATE WOOLLEY

Reporting on
"The US at the UN --

Opportunities for Renewal"

Kate traveled to New York in early February 
to attend this special UN session and she'll tell 

us all about what transpired! 

Saturday, February 16, 2013
12 Noon,

Bring a Brown Bag lunch!

AND
Note our meeting place:

THE FAHS ROOM
at the

Unitarian Universalist Society 
of Sacramento

2425 Sierra Blvd.,
(between Howe and Fulton)



PSR Offers Student
Scholarship Awards

Sacramento's Physicians for Social Responsibility is offering high schools 
students from all over this area $15,000 in scholarship awards for essays on 
firearms regulations, including proposed bans on handguns and assault 
weapons.  Dr. Bill Durston, Vice President of PSR, noted that entries are due 
March 13 and information and entry forms can be viewed at the organization's 
website, www.sacpsr.org.

Essays are to be 500 words or less and can be submitted electronically.  The 
PSR website has a link to an earlier publication which offers background 
information -- under the listing "Firearm-related injuries affecting the Pediatric 
Population," published last October.  High school students who are to graduate 
anytime in 2013 are eligible to enter.  Ten finalists will be chosen and those ten 
will be invited to attend the PSR Dinner Sunday, April 28, 6 PM, at the Dante 
Club in Sacramento. One question will be asked of each finalist who can 
respond for up to three minutes.

The winner will receive a $3,000 scholarship and second place a $2,500 award.

Third place is $2,000 and all other receive $1,000.  The public is invited attend 
what promises to be an interesting evening.  

Memberships: Don't Forget
To Renew When Due!!

The  UNA-USA Board has noticed a number of former members have failed to 
renew memberships.  In order to keep our organization strong and keep our 
message publicized as widely as possible take a moment to renew the annual 
dues.

Our membership chair, Carl Sweet, at 481-6122, would love to hear from you. 
The paperwork is simple and the cost is low.  A substantial part of the yearly 
dues comes back to the local chapter so that the advocacy work of UNA can be 
continued at a high level.



Flower Pots of Friendship
Set For Rose Garden in May

Our Chapter Board has agreed to co-sponsor of the 10th Anniversary 
celebration of the State Capitol World Peace Rose Garden event Saturday, May 
5 from 2-4 pm.

This year's event will be highlighted by a display of creatively decorated flower 
pots designed and painted by children and young adults between the ages of 
nine and 18.  The gathering will be in the Rose Garden at the east end of 
Capitol Park and will include multicultural entertainment, a salute to veterans 
and an interfaith ceremony.

But the visual highlight will be the display of painted 8-inch flower pots depicting 
messages containing symbols or messages of world peace -- perhaps with a 
rose theme.  Entrants are reminded to use acrylic paint since it will adhere to the 
plastic pots. (Water paints won't.)
The work is to be completed by April 12. Students from schools, churches or 
other community organizations are invited to participate.

Flower pots are attainable from:
TJ David at  tj@worldpeacerosegardens.org

(916) 381-5433  or
Diana Martinz  at  dianadelaluna@hotmail.com

(916) 743-4879

All pots will be used in the planting of the "Qualities of Peace" ceremony at the 
10th Anniversary celebration and kept in storage for future events by the 
organizers of of the International World Peace Rose Gardens.

Save the date:  May 5, from 2-4 pm. 

UNA To Present at
Renaissance Forum

Board Member Carl Sweet has asked for and received permission for our Chapter to 
make a presentation on the United Nations as part of the Renaissance "Forum" 
program this Spring.   The precise date isn't known yet, but Forum normally begins 
at 3 p.m. Friday afternoons on the CSUS campus. The invitation came in part from 
Carl's contact with Renaissance leaders who recognized the good work he and Kate 
Woolley did in making an impressive visual program for a Renaissance class last 
Fall.  All the people attending that class, "Armed for Peace," would certainly be 
logical attendees at the Forum event.



International Film Series  (Now completing its 16th year!)
Shown at International House, 10 College Park, on first and third Friday 

nights.
Sponsored by the UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION OF DAVIS and I-

HOUSE 
There is no charge, but donations are welcomed and gratefully accepted to 
help cover the cost of DVD rental or purchase, facilities use, cups, plates etc. 
and the refreshments that are served at 7:30 p.m.  Programs begin 
promptly at 8.

February 1 – March 15, 2013 Schedule 
February 1,  The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel (2011, UK/US/United Arab Emirates, 
directed by John Madden, 124 min.)
Seven “financially distressed” British retirees travel to India to enjoy retirement where 
they can afford it.  Lured by the extravagant brochure of the Best Exotic Marigold 
Hotel (for the elderly and beautiful) in Jaipur, they find circumstances in reality less 
than luxurious.  The seven, portrayed by Judi Dench, Maggie Smith, Bill Nighy, 
Penelope Wilton, Tom Wilkinson, Celia Imrie and Ronald Pickup, each have a 
different way of dealing with the mysteries of life in India as well as with the ever 
optimistic hotel manager Sonny, played by Dev Patel. All make surprising 
discoveries about themselves, each other and life in a totally new environment. 
(#337)

February 15,  Water for Elephants (2011, US, director Francis Lawrence, 122 min.)
Based on the book by the same name by Sara Gruen, the story is told as a 
flashback by an old man (Hal Holbrook) who dropped out of Cornell University’s 
veterinary school after the death of his parents in 1931 and ends up joining a circus. 
Young Jacob (Robert Pattinson) becomes the circus vet, but also falls in love with 
Marlena (Reese Witherspoon) who rides a white show horse and is married to the 
jealous circus owner, August (Christoph Waltz).  The three become closely involved 
in the scheme to keep the circus afloat with a new attraction: Rosie the elephant, to 
be trained by Jacob and ridden by Marlena.  The sets of the one-ring Depression era 
circus, the train and the depiction of circus life on the road are believable.  (#338)

March 1,  A Separation  (2011, Iran, written and director Asghar Farhadi, 123 min.)
Winner of 2012 Oscar for Best Foreign Language Film.  Nader (Peyman Moadi) and 
Simin (Leila Hatami) are a happily married middle-class couple in Tehran with an 11-
year old daughter, Termeh (Sarina Farhadi).  Nader’s father, who suffers from 
Alzheimer’s, also lives with them.  They have agreed to move abroad for the sake of 
Termeh’s future.  Simin is ready to go.  Nader does not want to leave his father. 
When Simin moves to her mother’s apartment and sues for divorce, Termeh stays at 
home and Nader hires a caregiver, Razieh (Sareh Bayat). A series of events land 
Nader in front of an interrogating judge (Babak Karimi) who must evaluate the 
charge of manslaughter.  Untangling right and wrong of everyone’s actions is a moral 
challenge.  (#339)



March 15, Salmon Fishing in the Yemen  (2011, UK, directed by Lasse Halström, 
107 min.)
Based on Paul Torday’s political satire Salmon Fishing in the Yemen, this is a 
whimsical romantic comedy to close out the 16th year of the International Film Series. 
A visionary sheik (Amr Waked) with unlimited financial resources and a passion for 
fishing proposes to turn a Middle Eastern desert into a recreational paradise for sport 
fishermen.  The proposal is presented to the British government by the sheik’s 
assistant Harriet (Emily Blunt).  Kristin Scott Thomas, as the Prime Minister’s press 
secretary Patricia Maxwell, seizes on the plan as a distraction from Middle Eastern 
conflicts and gets a fisheries expert, Dr. Alfred Jones (Ewan McGregor), to do a 
feasibility study.  He thinks it’s a crazy idea, but the pressure is on and soon water 
flows in the desert and romance reluctantly begins to bloom.  (#340)

Note. Due to a missed deadline, the January film reviews, #335 and #336, did not 
appear in the newsletter.  We would like to recommend both films: 
Footnote (Israel) and Le Grand Voyage (France, Morocco, Bulgaria, Turkey).  We 
had a full house for the latter movie.

Davis Chapter Rallies Community 
Around Fundraising for UNICEF

That is the link in the January 29 UNA-USA World Bulletin to the letter to the 
editor that appeared in the Davis Enterprise January 10.  The letter expresses 
thanks from the Davis chapter to the citizens of Davis for continuing a tradition 
of several decades: the annual community-wide campaign to raise funds for 
UNICEF, spearheaded by the Davis UNA chapter.  Despite a chilly downpour on 
Halloween, Davis children raised thousands of dollars Trick-or-Treating for 
UNICEF.  These funds, combined with year-round contributions to Davis UNA’s 
UNICEF account at First Northern Bank, came to a total of $11,700. Mailing the 
check in late December assured a triple match of that amount by a national 
donor.

Thanks to this program and to the encouragement of teachers, parents, 
principals and staff, Davis school children learn about the United Nations 
Children's Fund at an early age, creating a first awareness of the UN and 
empowering youngsters to know they can make a difference in the world.  The 
realization that their local efforts literally save lives of less fortunate peers in the 
countries served by UNICEF has a lasting impact on some of the children and 
may well plant the seeds for global citizenship.

Children up to age five die at an alarming rate in many parts of the world. 
Millennium Development Goal #4, significantly reducing child mortality by 2015, is an 
achievable and morally imperative goal.  While just four years ago 26,000 children 
under five died each day, UNICEF reports that that number has been reduced to 
19,000.  UNICEF’s motto is “Believe in Zero” – no preventable deaths at all.  Efforts 
like that of the Davis community will help to reach that goal in the foreseeable future.



March 10: Davis UNA Celebrates 
International Women’s Day

Please mark your calendar for Sunday, March 10, 2:30-4:30 p.m. when the 
Davis chapter will celebrate International Women’s Day at International House 
Davis, 10 College Park.

A group of women will share how international experiences have influenced their 
outlook on roles, involvement in global issues and empowerment of individuals 
who were previously unconcerned with and uninvolved in positive change. They 
will also touch on opportunities that may not have been available to them at 
earlier times.  Participants will include Ewen, a Stanford physician who has 
recently worked in Borneo, Ana Sofia and Lucia, two sisters whose summer 
experience abroad had a far reaching impact, Nicola, a California State 
employee whose career choice was heavily influenced by a year’s study abroad, 
and others not yet confirmed.

Members and the general public are invited to come and hear what are certain to be 
interesting and inspiring presentations with personal perspectives and insights into 
how society has changed or needs to change.  There will be refreshments.




