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UN Report aims to ‘reconnect science and policy 
toward global development.’ 

To achieve a sustainable transition by 2050, when more than nine billion people will 
live on Earth, there needs to be significant adjustment to the current patterns of 
consumption and production, delegations heard today as a United Nations high-
level political forum considered a new report aiming to lay the foundation for a new 
global sustainable development agenda. 
The “prototype” Global Sustainable Development Report, created by the UN Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs, looks three generations back — from 1950 to 2013 — 
and 40 years into the future to 2050, to learn from what was tried, in order to put 
economies and societies on the path of sustainable development.


The Report aims to make the findings of a wide range of scientific assessments available 
to policymakers and delegations gathered for the first meeting of the UN High-level Political Forum currently meeting in New York under the 
auspices of the Economic and Social Council, as they prepare to lay the foundation for a new set of sustainable development goals to follow the 
2015 deadline for the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and new challenges. The new agenda is expected to me adopted in September 
2015.


Among the findings, the report authors said that historical progress towards sustainable development has been mixed. The world has managed to 
feed, nurture, house, educate and employ on the order of an additional 800 million people every decade from 1970 to 2000, and even 1.1 billion 
people in the 2000s, it reports. In the past 12 years alone, there have been cities built to house 770 million people, equivalent to 93 New York cities 
– more than in any decade before.


In addition, the world is still making insufficient progress in a number of areas including reducing deforestation, providing sustainable energy for all, 
protecting the oceans, providing decent work for all, and achieving gender equality, among others.


The report, which is the outcome of expert group meetings and informal networks of scientific contributors, was produced on official statistics and 
so-called 'big data,' which uses information from sources such as satellite images, cell phones and online sites. During its preparation, authors 
pointed out data gaps as a result of scarcity and inconsistency in measuring and monitoring progress. Among other issues highlighted in the 
report is the estimated range of global investment needed to achieve a sustainability transition, and the importance of international cooperation to 
share environmentally sound technologies.


-UN News Centre, July 1, 2014
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United Nations Association of the USA 2014 Annual Meeting, 
Washington, DC 

-By Nick Alexander 

Ray and Verena Borton of the Davis Chapter of the United Nations Association of the USA 
and I of the Sacramento Chapter joined members from 62 other chapters from 31 states 
for the UNA-USA Annual Meeting in Washington, DC.  Most of the event took place at the 
headquarters building of the National Education Association (NEA), a ten-minute walk 
from the White House. 

Program on First Day 

The program on the first day of the Annual Meeting was concerned with chapter building, chapter 
activities, and efforts to ensure that young people benefit from their involvement with UNA-USA. 
There were a large number of concurrent sessions, including ones on chapter fundraising, utilizing electronic media, model UN (led by 
Rashida Haveliwala of the East Bay Area Chapter of UNA-USA), and on chapter internships. 

One well-attended session for young people, consisting of a panel of six individuals from both the public and private sectors, was on taking 
steps toward international careers.  The panelists were in agreement that while learning foreign languages is very important (especially 
languages such as Arabic and Chinese), being able to write well in English is no less critical. One panelist suggested that to avoid taking on 
excessive debt, young people should consider the many learning experiences that don’t involve graduate school tuition payments, such as 
Peace Corps (where volunteers develop advanced language skills and become familiar with a new culture through direct contact). Another 
panelist said that unpaid internships, which may appear onerous, can be a necessary first step toward getting hired by an organization. He 
added that in Washington, DC one is expected to do internships.  

Speakers on the Second Day 

On the second day of the meeting, with the focus on international issues of interest to the UNA-USA and chapter advocacy efforts, there was 
a keynote address by Thomas Pickering.  He was the United States Ambassador to the United Nations from 1989 to 1992, and also, during his 
long diplomatic career, Ambassador to the Russian Federation, India, Israel, El Salvador, Nigeria, and Jordan. Mr. Pickering is a former Co-
Chair of UNA-USA. While commenting at length on Russia’s behavior toward Ukraine, he suggested the crisis there is also a result of the 
failure of the Ukrainian government and previous president to provide economic security for the people of Ukraine.  Mr. Pickering didn’t 
mention a specific role for the United Nations in Ukraine.  However, he did bring up the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), a member state organization distinct from the UN, and its election observation missions in Ukraine during the recent presidential 
election and in the upcoming parliamentary elections.  A few days before world attention began to focus on dramatic developments in Iraq, 
Mr. Pickering said that the Syrian civil war has been devastating and that it’s destabilizing Lebanon and Jordan.  He suggested that Iran will 
have a role in resolving the Syria crisis. 

Additionally, Ambassador Pickering remarked, in response to a question from one of the young attendees, that there are diverse options with 
regard to international careers.  He suggested considering options in government (not the place for making a lot of money, he cautioned), 
NGOs, Capitol Hill, journalism, and academia-- the source of many important policy ideas that have been put into practice, according to Mr. 
Pickering.  

Indicating the significance of the UNA-USA as an organization advocating for American support of the UN, Robert Orr, the UN Assistant 
Secretary-General for Policy Coordination and Strategic Planning and highest-ranking American in the UN, also spoke.  Regarding the most 
urgent issues confronting the UN, Mr. Orr said that several countries, including Syria, the Central African Republic, South Sudan, and Sudan 
are possibly facing genocide and that the UN has an important role to play  in preventing this, particularly through peacekeeping missions. 
He stressed that the UN will need significant resources from UN member states, including the US, to successfully intervene. 

-Continuted

Ray and Verena Borton, Nick Alexander
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-Continued from page 2 

With regard to climate change, Mr. Orr said that in the course of his travels throughout the world as UN Assistant Secretary-General he 
is seeing the effects of climate change in many places. He has been to Pacific islands that are disappearing due to rising sea levels. 
According to Mr. Orr, Lima, Peru, the host of the December, 2014 UN Conference on Climate Change, regularly faces floods from glaciers 
that are rapidly melting. Not far in the future, the glaciers will have melted completely, so that Lima, a city of almost 10 million, will 
have lost its primary source of water.  He wondered how Cairo would manage without the water of the Nile. 

Mr. Orr noted that climate change remains a divisive issue in Washington, whereas the world needs US leadership to confront the 
problem. Suggesting that American attitudes and thus US policy may soon change, he said that many previously reluctant governments 
are altering their attitudes towards climate change as they see its effect first hand. Mr. Orr said that he doesn’t have trouble gaining 
the attention of skeptical US senators when he tells them that the US economy will suffer if the US waits another five years to get on 
the climate change bandwagon.  

Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill 

Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill, the third and final day of the annual UNA-USA meeting, began with a breakfast in honor of East Bay area 
Congresswoman Barbara Lee for her work over many years in support of the United Nations.  Congresswoman Lee, who was nominated 
by President Obama to be a representative of the US to the Sixty-eighth Session of the General Assembly of the UN, was pleased by the 
number of those in attendance at the breakfast who raised their hands to indicate they were from California.   

Ray and Verena Borton led a small group, which included the Deputy Director of Legislative Affairs for the UN Foundation, in a meeting 
with Congressman John Garamendi, in which the visitors made the case for House support for US funding of UN peacekeeping missions 
around the world.  Congressman Garamendi responded by indicating he continued to strongly back US funding of UN peacekeeping 
missions and the UN in general. (Congressman Garamendi gained significant international experience as a Peace Corps volunteer in 
Ethiopia during the 1960s and has maintained an active interest in the region.) 

Congressman Ami Bera was attending a session of the House Foreign Affairs Committee during UNA-USA Advocacy Day, and several of us 
with UNA-USA had the chance to see him and the other committee members questioning a panel of experts on Iran’s nuclear program. 
Congressman Bera’s legislative director spoke to me, affirming Congressman Bera’s strong support for UN peacekeeping missions and for 
UN efforts to address climate change.  

Twenty of the Annual Meeting attendees from California met with legislative representatives of Senator Dianne Feinstein and Senator 
Barbara Boxer. The visitors encouraged the two senators to support the UN on important issues of the day and to back US financing of 
the UN in full and on time. While we didn’t speak directly with either of the two senators due to scheduling conflicts, there was a 
sighting of Senator Boxer walking briskly towards her office. 

On the day after the Annual  Meeting ended, most of the California attendees met with Steven O’Dowd, a foreign service officer, in the 
main building of the US State Department (“Main State”).  With our questions focused on measurable targets and universality, we 
discussed the UN Sustainable Development Goals (growing out of Rio + 20) to be attained by 2030. 

UNA-USA Advocacy Day was instructive for those of us who had no experience lobbying Congress. It also reminded us of the basic 
motivations for creating and maintaining the UNA-USA:  to have an organization for American supporters of the UN to help the American 
government recognize the importance of the UN to the US and world, and to encourage the government to back the UN, including by 
paying its UN dues in full and on time.  One hundred visits by UNA members on Capitol Hill in one single day help to convey the fact that 
there is a significant constituency that cares passionately about a constructive US-UN relationship. 
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Panel Debates Mideast Solution - Moderated by John Jervis !
As advertised, our Chapter’s June meeting at SMUD —a panel on on Arab-Israeli ongoing 
conflicts — provided an insight as to the two sides’ seemingly irreconcilable differences. Three 
UC Davis students complemented Syrian-American Yassar Dahbour, Barry Broad of the Jewish 
Federation of Sacramento and David Mandel, Jewish Voice for Peace Sacramento Coordinator.  
A good part of time was spent reviewing the turbulent past times of the Palestinian territory, but 
including the fact those of varying faiths lived there in harmony in the 1800s.  Mr. Mandel, 
recently returned from the Mideast, reflected on Israel’s aggressive land acquisition programs 
what he termed inhumane treatment of Palestinians — even those who are Israeli citizens.  !
None of the panel had kind words for the UN Resolutions which have had little impact on peace 
negotiations.  During Q & A, one sensed panel 
agreement - any American effort at resolving the thorny 
dispute is destined to fail, that the parties themselves 
must feel enough pain for progress to be made. The 
students voiced enthusiastic support for boycotting of 
American-based firms with close manufacturing ties 
with Israel. !
Mr. Broad seemed to capture a central theme of the 
discussion by declaring “…peace can’t happen without 
both sides sitting down and cutting a deal … and we 
aren’t there yet.”  If peace can be reached, he said, “it will 
be a “gift to the world.’”  !
-John Jervis

UC Davis student Neda, Yassar Dahbour, Barry Broad, 
David Mandel, UC Davis student Evan

UNA Board members Kate Woolley and John Jervis 
welcome the panelists and read the rules of decorum.

David Mandel shares his recent visit to Israel/Palestine.
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Letters To The Editor
Dear Editor and UNA Sacramento Members,	


Activists in Detroit, Michigan have asked the United Nations special rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking 
water and sanitation to help them.  The city is shutting the water off for thousands of residents.  Detroit Water and 
Sewer Department says half of its 323,000 accounts are delinquent so they are turning off the taps of those who 
don’t pay bills above $150 or are 60 days late.  The water authority carries an estimated $5 billion in debt and 
have started talks to push through a private takeover of its water system.  Two-thirds of those people suffering 
water shut-offs have young children in the home.  Once a household has its water shut off, child protective 
services can come and take the children out of the home and put them in foster care.  This is completely 
outrageous!  Water is a common good and a human right.  Poor families in Detroit pay nearly double the national 
average, and it keeps going up.  The United Nations is being asked by these desperate people to step in and halt 
these human rights violations.  Can they? !
Regards, 
K.W.

We welcome your thoughtful and civilized comments!  Please email 
your Letters to the Editor to:  kate.unausa@gmail.com

Register now for the 4th Annual Intergenerational Model UN:  www.igmun.org!
September 27th, 2014 at San Francisco State University!

IGMUN is a one day program of the United Nations Association USA, Northern California Division, where 
delegates of all ages participate in debate as representatives of UN Member States, collaborating to reach 
agreement about priority international issues through the simulation of the United Nations. IGMUN is 
designed as a teaching and learning conference and is intended for both novices and delegates with prior 
Model UN experience. Participants will be joined by other guests including notable leaders in civic affairs 
and international relations.

!
A classic photo of UNA Sacramento board member John 
Bernier interviewing Eleanor Roosevelt.  Her legacy lives 
on through our organization and our member’s 
commitment to the principles and values of the UN. 

!

U N A - U S A  S A C R A M E N T O  A N D  D A V I S

July 2014	 "                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   5

http://www.igmun.org
mailto:kate.unausa@gmail.com
mailto:kate.unausa@gmail.com
http://www.igmun.org


UNA-USA Board Members
Davis Chapter President!
Verena Borton!
rvborton@comcast.net!!
Sacramento Chapter President!
Sharon Alexander!
916-482-4949!!
Vice President, Young Professionals Chair, !
Newsletter Editor!
Kate Woolley!
kate.unausa@gmail.com!!
Corresponding Secretary,!
Newsletter Editor!
John Jervis!
916-482-1354!!
Treasurer!
Jack Kennedy!
916-393-3852!

Sacramento and Davis Chapters!
P.O. Box 163381 Sacramento, CA  95816-9381!

Email:  info@unausasacramento@gmail.com!
www.unausasacramento.com

Membership!
Carl Sweet!
916-481-6122!!
Advocacy!
Katharine Thompson!
916-456-6929!!
Directors!!
Nick Alexander! ! !
John Bernier!
Fred Hansen! ! !!!
Past President!
Eddie Lee

Upcoming Dates!
!

!
July 11:	 	 World Population Day

July 18:  	 	 Nelson Mandela International Day

July 30:  	 	 International Day of Friendship
!!!

United Nations International Year Observances for 2014:

International Year of Solidarity with the Palestinian People


International Year of Small Island Developing States

International Year of Crystallography

International Year of Family Farming
!

Dues and donations: Please remember to pay your yearly membership dues. We are an all-volunteer!
organization and depend on our members’ support in order to bring quality programs to you and our 
community.!!
UNA board meetings are the first Wednesday of every month. If you have an idea for a program or would like the 
UNA board to address an issue, email Sharon Alexander (alexanders@csus.edu) to be considered for an upcoming 
agenda item.! !

Remember to check out our website, Facebook and Twitter.!
www.unausasacramento.com!
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UNA-USA Sacramento Chapter!
P.O. Box 163381!

Sacramento, CA  95816

Application for Membership

Name:___________________________________________!
Address:_________________________________________!
City:_____________________________________________!
State:_________ Zip:_______________________________!
Phone:___________________________________________!
Email:___________________________________________!
Chapter (Circle one):      Davis            Sacramento

•$25  Introductory/First Year!
•$40 Individual/Family!
•$100 Sponsor!
•$500 Patron!
•$1000 Lifetime!
•Students are free

The United Nations Association of the United States of America is a national organization dedicated to strengthening the three 
pillars of the U.N: sustainable development, human rights, and peace and security.  UNA-USA carries out its action agenda 
through a unique public outreach, policy analysis, and international dialogue.

Make checks payable to:  !
UNA-USA!
P.O. Box 163381!
Sacramento, CA  95816

You can also apply online:  www.unausasacramento.com!
Choose Sacramento or Davis as your local chapter.!

Thank you!!
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